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At Christmas time there is always some extra waste, so we’ve 
pulled together some hints and tips to help you cut down - 
and do youiabit for our environment. 


tips to cut plastic 
waste this Christmas 


3. Plastic can cause a 
iatte'problems 

Disposable coffee clips are a 
nightmare for the environment 
as they have a thin film of plas- 
tie on the inside. If you fancy a 
festive gingerbread latte, take 
your own reusable cup or buy 
one in store so you’re prepared 
in future. 

4. Plastic hags east 
more than Sp 

Plastic bags can last over 300 
years in the environment. 

Take some reusable carrier 
bags with you this Christmas; 
the penguins will thank you 
for it. 

I. Because you re 

n orth If.,. 

It’s often overlooked that our 
bathrooms are packed full of 
stuff that can be recycled after 
we’ve finished with it. Lots 
of Christmas gifts like sham' 
poo, shower gel, perfume and 
aftershave bottles can be recy¬ 
cled in your grey wheelie bin. 
To make things easier, why 
not put a second small bin in 
your bathroom for recycling? 


WITH THE COLD setting in 
for winter now, we thought 
some of you might need a 
pick-me-up to help shake off 
the chill. 

Usually, a good old Christ¬ 
mas dinner and a festive pud¬ 
ding would do the trick, but 
the next best thing is surely 
a good (or bad) Christmas 
cracker joke. 

Here are some of our 
favourites... Cracking! 


■ WHY DOES SANTA HAVE 
THREE GARDENS? 

So he can "'ho, ho, ho"! 

■ HOW DID SCROOGE WIN 
THE FOOTBALL MATCH? 

The ghost of Christmas 
passed. Bah Humbug! 

■ WHAT DO YOU CALL PEO¬ 
PLE WHO ARE AFRAID OF 
SANTA CLAUS? 
Claustrophobic! 


And last but not least.... 


C HRISTMAS is a time of 
year when you might 
spend a little bit extra making 
the festive period special for 
your loved ones, but all of the 
t extra shopping means you 
may encounter more single- 
use plastics than normal 
while out and about. 

So what can be done 
to stem the tide of 

single-use plastics? 
can all make 
small lifestyle 
changes to reduce 
own plastic 
footprint. 


i. Refuse single-use 
packaging 

The average Brit creates 177kg 
of plastic food packaging eve¬ 
ry year. While you're picking 
up supplies for Christmas, opt 
for loose items, tinned food or 
glass jars instead. 


2, it s a wrap 

You would be forgiven for 
thinking that wrapping paper 
is recyclable. However, wrap¬ 
ping paper often contains 
plastic film or glitter which 
means it is rejected by recy¬ 
cling plants.. Try and opt for 
plastic-free wrapping paper 
instead and make sure you 
remove any sticky tape before 
putting it in your grey bin. 


■ WHO HIDES IN A BAKERY 
AT CHRISTMAS? 

A mince spy. 


Thank you, thank you, weTe 
here all week! Merry Christmas! 


■ WHO SANG AT 
SANTA'S CHRISTMAS 
PARTY? 

Elf-is Presley! 


GREAT (OR BAD) CHRISTMASSY JOKES 


foffonus GO /wirralcouncil 
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Campaign helps people 
'drink less, enjoy more' 



Major reduction in 
sales of alcohol to 
those who appear 
drunk following 
campaign 

L AST MONTH the Coun- 
til’s Public Health team 
announced a significant 
reduction in alcohol sales to 
people who appeared to be 
drunk. The results followed 
test purchases by an actor 
pretending to be intoxicated. 
The sales dropped from 90.0% 
pre-intervention to 36.8% 
post-intervention. 

The results come after the 
campaign ‘Drink Less Enjoy 
More’ (DLEM), a multi-agency 
initiative aiming to prevent ex¬ 
cessive alcohol consumption 
and related harms in nightlife 
settings. 

Last year, alcohol pur¬ 


chases by actors pretending to 
be intoxicated were made in 
venues across Wirral, includ¬ 
ing pubs, bars and clubs. 

Prior to the DLEM cam¬ 
paign, nine out of ten (90.0%) 
test purchases resulted in the 
service of alcohol to intoxi¬ 
cated people, with one venue 
even attempting to upsell (i.e. 
suggesting a double measure 
instead of a single). 

Following this, DLEM 
training was delivered to staff 
in venues by officers from Win 
ral Council and Merseyside 
Police. The training included 
raising awareness of the exist¬ 
ing legislation around not 
serving alcohol to intoxicated 
people. 

When the exercise was re¬ 
peated following the training, 
the figure of successful alcohol 
sales to the actors dropped by 
a massive 54%. 

The campaign is a "win 
win’ for all involved as the out¬ 
comes mean venues are better 
adhering to their alcohol 


licenses, which in turn leads 
to fewer intoxicated people 
being served alcohol. These 
results have an overall posi¬ 


tive effect on the wider com¬ 
munity as they help in creat¬ 
ing a healthier culture around 
drinking alcohol. 


You can read more about 
the Drink Less Enjoy More 
campaign here: drinkless 
enjoy more .co. uk 


Views sought on road improvements 


MEMBERS OF the public got 
the chance to have their say 
on proposals to improve the 
A554 Tower Road during a 
consultation in November. 

The proposals to make 
changes to the public realm 
and improvements to road 
safety along the busy route 
between Birkenhead and Wal¬ 
lasey were presented by Peel 
Land and Property and Wirral 
Council, at events hosted at 
the Wirral Waters site office. 

Visitors were able to see 
details of the plans which, if 
approved, would bring signifi¬ 
cant improvements for pedes¬ 
trians and cyclists and greater 
connectivity with other 
transport modes. The changes 
would also improve the road’s 


current safety record by intro¬ 
ducing better traffic manage¬ 
ment with lower speeds and 
new crossing points. 

From a regeneration 


perspective, improvements to 
the image and environmental 
quality of Tower Road will 
enhance the appeal of the 
Wirral Waters site to investors 


and create market confidence 
by making the area more ap¬ 
pealing and attractive to new 
businesses. 

The scheme covers a 250m 
length of the A554 Tower Road 
from the roundabout at Can¬ 
ning Street and Rendel Street 
to the Wirral Docks 4 C’ Bridge. 

Any disruption to road 
users and local businesses 
will be minimised during 
the works by targeted traffic 
management and fully signed 
diversions where necessary. 
The project will be financed 
through funding from the 
Government's National Pro¬ 
ductivity Investment Fund, 
which has been allocated for 
regeneration projects such as 
Wirral Waters. 


KEEP UP WITH 
THE NEWS 

WE'VE LAUNCHED a 
weekly email with up- 
dates, events and activi¬ 
ties, along with helpful 
information about what's 
available to you. This 
could be anything from 
bin collections, librar¬ 
ies or details about road 
maintenance which could 
affect your journeys. 

You can also sign up 
for emails about climate 
change and environ¬ 
mental issues, tourism 
and events as well as 
updates for landlords. 
Find out more at bit.ly/ 
WirralEmails 



follow us oo /wirral council 
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To see John’s video visit n irraivien.com 


J OHN SHAW is not 
someone who likes the 
quiet life. As well as a 37 year 
career at Wirral Council, 
the 66-year old has been 
chauffeur to the Mayor and a 
magistrate for 21 years ■ and 
for the last three he trans¬ 
forms himself into Santa at 
Christmas too. 

John said: J I was always 
into performing. I started in 
panto, helping raise money 
for Wallasey Disabled Swim¬ 
ming Club and was in lots 
of shows and plays. 1 used 
to love the action pieces but 
seven years ago I had a heart 
attack and a stroke within a 
few' days of each other. 

‘It was serious. 1 was par¬ 
alysed down one side and 
it took a long time to come 
back, even to talk. So now 
I’ve found what is perfect for 
me. 1 can sit down and give 
so much joy to the children, 
all from the comfort of my 
own chair! 

‘When 1 first started in 
panto I was always one of 
the evil villains and had a 
terrible, evil laugh, but now' 
I'm ho ho ho!' 

Although Santa and his 
reindeers travel all around 
the world each Christmas, 
coincidentally John has spent 
most of this festive period at 
Carr Farm, in Meols. 

The children all have 
lovely smiles and that makes 
me smile a lot. 

I've also been Father 
Christmas at Chill Factore in 
Manchester/ added John. 'It 
was very cold. They had me 
on the icel It really was chill 
factor for Santa - he almost 
had chilblains!' 


John first wanted to be San¬ 
ta when he was just six years 
old. "My mum and I were in a 
shop in Birkenhead and they 
had a grotto. There was a 
tunnel of stars and at the end 
I saw a cheerful red-suited 
old fellow' and I thought ‘one 
day 1 want to be him, 1 

‘My preparations to be¬ 
come Santa begin in June 
each year. 1 grow my beard 
because it’s better to have 
your own than to use a fake 
one because children like to 
swing on Santa's beard and 1 
don’t fancy it twanging in to 
my nose! 

‘When you are Santa, a lot 
of things touch your heart, 
and also things make you cry 
with laughter too. 

‘Once a little lad told me 
he didn't, want to see me, he 
only came to see the fish! 

‘There are sad stories too. 

I remember a young lady- 
walked in very shyly and 
when she sat on my knee, she 
buried her head in to the fur 
on my jacket. When she sat 
up I saw she'd had a juvenile 
stroke and it brought it home 
to me because 1 was palsied 
after my stroke. We had a 
little cry and a hug and she’s 
been to see me three years 
on the run. 

‘Hove it’ said John. The 
best thing by far about being 
Santa is the happiness'. 


AND FINALLY... 

J Yes, I have met the real 
Father Christmas! 1 revealed 
John, a big smile across his 
face. ‘It was amazing. He just 
smiled and winked to let me 
know keep up the good work 
and keep spreading t he joy 1 . 


'When you are Santa, a lot 
of things touch your heart' 


foffonus OQ /wirralcouncil 
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Wirral Council set to 
rebuild New Ferry 


Plans to push 
forward major 
regeneration of 
the town following 
devastating blast 

W IRRAL COUNCIL'S 
regeneration of New 
Ferry is to take a giant step 
forward as the authority re¬ 
veals plans to buy key proper¬ 
ties in the area. 

Once under public owner¬ 
ship, the Council is aiming to 
bring forward regeneration 
plans to dear the sites and 
build new retail and residen¬ 
tial developments in the town. 

New Ferry was left dev¬ 
astated by an explosion in 
March 2017 and the impact 
on residents and businesses is 
still being felt today. 

The Council has been 
leading the way in providing 
support to those affected, 
from the initial emergency re¬ 
sponse, through the recovery- 
phase and planning a longer- 
term regeneration. Despite ah 


most two years of discussions 
with Government no national 
help has been forthcoming to 
support New Ferry residents 
and businesses 

The areas being targeted 
lor regeneration include a row 
of largely vacant and run-down 
retail premises on Old Ches¬ 
ter Road and a row of mixed 
retail and residential units on 
Bebington Road which faced 
the explosion site. Some of the 
affected properties along this 
row have already been demol¬ 
ished for safety reasons, while 
others remain in a state of 
significant disrepair. 

Over recent months the 
Council has been working 
with Homes England - and 
its appointed consultants - to 
make progress on a residen¬ 
tial masterplan for the area 
which will provide a key trig¬ 
ger for the wider regeneration 
of New Ferry. 

This latest proposal is to 
bring key land and properties 
under the Council's control, 
invest nearly £1.3m in addition 
to the £400,000 the Council 
has already spent on recovery 
efforts, as well as working 
with the Liverpool City Region 


Combined Authority to unlock 
£500,000 in regional funding. 

The focus of the new resi¬ 
dential plan is based around 
the Woodhead Street car park 
area, which is already in the 
Council's ownership. The 
strategic acquisition of the 
properties on New Chester 
Road will remove the blight of 


those derelict buildings and 
open up the wider site for 
attractive redevelopment, 
including new community 
amenities and homes. 

The proposal to buy the 
land is due to be considered 
at a special meeting of the 
Council's Cabinet on Monday- 
17 December at 10am. 



New terty: Council sei IP push ahead with regcrn'ratiun plan 


Big plans revealed for Floral Pavilion 


THIS YEAR the historic thea¬ 
tre marks 10 years since it was 
reborn as the crown jewel of 
the redevelopment of New 
Brighton. 

Now Wirral Council Is seek¬ 
ing a commercial operator to 
lake over operating the theatre 
and conference centre and 
bring even more popular acts 
and shows to the seaside town. 

The Floral Pavilion is a 
stand-alone medium sized 
(800 seat) theatre, known as 
a receiving theatre as it does 
not produce its own plays. 
This means it is limited in the 



performances it can attract, 
the percentage of ticket sales 
it may retain and the income it 
may generate. 

However, a specialist 
provider, such as a theatre 
chain or production company, 


would be able to apply econo¬ 
mies of scale and ensure the 
Floral Pavilion can bring the 
bigger shows it needs. 

The theatre is approaching 
its 10th anniversary and has 
gone from strength to strength 
since being unveiled as the 
centrepiece of the council-led 
regeneration of New Brighton. 

Next year Wirral will be 
the Liverpool City Region 
Borough of Culture for 2019, 
and the aim is to see the Floral 
Paviliongo to the next stage in 
its development. 

The Council's ruling cabinet 


approved bringing in a special¬ 
ist theatre operator to run the 
Floral, saving almost a million 
pounds (£899,300) per year. 

Under these proposals the 
theatre and site would remain 
in council ownership and 
leased to the provider, while a 
restrictive covenant would be 
put in place to ensure it can 
only be used as a theatre and 
conference venue. The theatre 
staff will transfer to the new 
theatre provider. 

The Floral Pavilion would 
remain as a theatre which is 
open to the local community. 


COUNCIL 
TEAMS SHORT¬ 
LISTED FOR 
AWARDS 

TWO WIRRAL Council 
teams have been short¬ 
listed for the highly 
prestigious Local Govern¬ 
ment Chronicle (LGC) 
Awards for 2019. 

One of the teams 
highlighted by the awards 
has made great in-roads in 
tackling anti-social 
behaviour through public 
partnership working with 
police and fire, while the 
second team has helped 
young people overcome 
the difficulties often 
experienced by those 
leaving care to get jobs. 

On the shortlist in the 
LGC Awards 2019 Innova¬ 
tion category is Wirral 
Council’s Care Leavers 
Apprenticeship Pro¬ 
gramme. 

The local authority is 
pioneering an innovative 
model of service delivery 
through the placement 
and employ men! of 
looked after children and 
care leavers into frontline 



Streetscene and place 
based Services. 

W r irral Council, along¬ 
side Merseyside Police and 
Fire & Rescue Services, 
has also been shortlisted 
in the Public/Public 
Partnership category 
which is show ing ex¬ 
tremely positive results. 

The Safer Wirral Hub 
service was established in 
response to the Ipsos 
MORI Wirral residents' 
survey conducted in 2016 
which found that reducing 
crime and anti-social 
behaviour was the top 
priority for Wirral people. 

The winners of the LGC 
Awards will be announced 
in March. 


follow tiff OO /wirral council 
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A MUM AND SON from Wir¬ 
ral are doing their bit for 
the environment by Setting up 
a project offering alternatives 
to single-use goods* including 
plastics. 

Currently* the ‘Mary Makes 
Zero Waste' stall is only avail¬ 
able at Wallasey Food Fair, 
but she hopes to expand the 
business to include other food 
markets. 

Mary Eisenberg, who lives 
in Wallasey* set up the project 
with her son Jamie* 12, and 
offers sustainable alternatives 
to ‘throwaway’ goods and dis¬ 
posable items. She set up her 
project to address increasing 
reliance on single-use plastics. 

Mary said: ‘My .son and I 
have been working towards a 
zero waste lifestyle for a while, 
I've replaced many of our 
household items with plastic 
free as part of the process, 
and 1 began making my own 
beeswax food wraps. I wanted 
to promote zero waste and plas¬ 
tic free living, so I decided to 
sell my wraps and some of the 
products which I use and love. 
‘As part of my new ven¬ 


ture* I’d like to help other 
people reduce their waste and 
live a more waste-free lifestyle 
so I offer advice and local 
information. I will be setting 
up a facebook page* with local 
information, tips and ideas, 
as well as talking about some 
of the issues of waste and 
reasons w hy we are moving 


towards a plastic free lifestyle. 
My products will be available 
to buy through this page, and 
I'm also on the lookout for 
other fairs and events for my 
stall.' 

Find Mary Makes Zero 
Waste at Wallasey Food Fair* 
Mosslands School, 10am to 
2pm, 1st Sunday of the month. 


Help protect the environment 


IN THE RUN up to Christ¬ 
mas* Mary has the follow¬ 
ing tips for decreasing 
your household’s impact 
on the environment. 

■ REFUSE: Don’t buy 
what you can do without. 
Say no to disposables. 
Choose products made 
from sustainable, natural 
materials instead of toxic 
plastics. 

■ REDUCE: Buy second¬ 
hand, find plastic-free 
alternatives to bottled 
cleaning and bathroom 
products and plastic- 
wrapped food. Make your 


own food instead of buy¬ 
ing convenience. 

REUSE: Ditch disposable 
items in favour of reusa- 
bles such as coffee cups* 
water bottles* razors, 
straws, sanitary products, 
nappies, produce bags. 

■ REPURPOSE or repair 
items instead of throw¬ 
ing them away. Introduce 
a compost bin to your 
household. 

Find Mary Makes Zero 
Waste at Wallasey Food 
Fair* Mosslands School, 
10am to 2pm, 1st Sunday 
of the month. 


i 


Zerii u Mary Eisenberg and sun Jamie 


Mum's plan to help you 
out single use products 


Council commits to cutting single use plastics 


A NEW' POLICY designed to 
rid Wirral of single-use plas¬ 
tics (SUP) has been announced 
by Wirral Council. 

After a resolution on the 
issue was passed in December 
2017* the Council has now 
set out its plans to work with 
communities and raise public 
awareness of the environmen¬ 
tal impact of SUPs. 

The policy is in response 
to the fact that in the UK, 
some 2.2 million tonnes of 
plastic packaging is consumed 
annually with only 40% of 
this recycled domestically. 

It’s also estimated that eight 
million tonnes of plastic waste 


ends up in the world's oceans 
each year, endangering life 
and entering the food chain - 
potentially posing a threat to 
human health. 

Highlights 
of the policy 
include: 

■ All 

procurement 
processes* serv¬ 
ices and events, 
even third party 
events on council 
property, will 
be required to 
be single-use 
plastic free 
wherever 


possible in a bid to reduce 
their environmental impact, 
ft: A voluntary SUP free code 
for Wirral businesses will be 
developed in partnership 

with the Chamber of 
Commerce and Surf¬ 
ers Against Sewage 
(SAS). 

■ The Council will 
support the Refill 
scheme to encour¬ 
age residents to fill up 
drinking bottles and 
reduce single-use 
plastic bottles. 

■ The Council 
^ will also work 
with local commu¬ 


nity groups to support schemes 
and projects working to tackle 
SUPs. 

Becks Gillmore, W'irral's 
Surfers Against Sewage repre¬ 
sentative added: This policy 
addresses the pressing issue 
of single-use plastics. It targets 
a reduction in the amount of 
plastics readily available to 
us all and the need to address 
plastic pollution with positive 
solutions. 

*We need to think about 
where our waste actually ends 
up. Sadly it's often our envi¬ 
ronment and our oceans. 

T challenge everyone to 
get creative. Use reusable 


co(fee cups and water bottles 
and carry cutlery with you to 
avoid single use plastics on 
the go. Reuse your bags when 
visiting the supermarket. 
Repair and reuse old items. 
Recycle items or exchange 
with friends and let local busi¬ 
nesses know that you want 
less plastic.’ 

The Single-use Plastic 
Policy is now available to read 
in full on the council website. 

For more information 
about single-use plastics or to 
find out what you can do to re¬ 
duce single-use plastic waste, 
visit the Facebook page: Surf¬ 
ers Against Sewage Wirral. 
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Support for survivors 
over festive period 


The festive period 
can be a difficult 
time for households 
experiencing 
domestic abuse 

D ecember is often hailed 
as the most wonder¬ 
ful time of the year but, for 
households suffering domestic 
abuse, it can be a difficult and 
isolating time. 

The festive period can 
be particularly stressful for 
people living with abusive 
partners or family members, 
as the family is together for an 
extended period of time, the 
kids are off school and exist¬ 
ing abuse can intensify. 


There is also the added 
pressure to "get into the 
Christmas spirit 1 , or 'put on a 
brave face', especially if there 
are children involved. 

Each year domestic abuse 
centres and police services 
across the country see a rise 
in domestic abuse related 
incidents and referrals to their 
services for support. 

While financial burdens 
and family demands can add 
to the strain on domestic 
abuse victims, there is sup¬ 
port out there for anyone who 
needs it. Whatever the situ¬ 
ation, it's never the victim's 
fault and #ItsNeverOk. 

WirraPs new domestic 
abuse website is a one-stop- 
shop of information and sign¬ 
posting contacts for women, 
men and children in need of 
support across the borough. 



If you T re looking for sup¬ 
port fOF yourself, a friend, 
family member or loved one, 
the w ww.ltsneverokwirral.org 
website could help you. 

There's even a 'quick exit' 
function which allows, site visi¬ 


tors to browse the site more 
discreetly - just remember to 
delete your web history and 
cookies afterwards. 

You can find more informa¬ 
tion by visiting; www.itsnever 
okwirraLorg 


WOMEN 
UNITE FOR UN 
DAY AGAINST 
VIOLENCE 

Local women's charity To¬ 
morrow^ Women Wirrai 
(TWW) celebrated the UN 
Day for the Elimination of 
Violence Against Women 
and Girls with a cross¬ 
agency event held at their 
Birkenhead centre. 

With more than 160 
attendees the women-only 
event brought together 
people from all walks 
of life, united to say no 
to violence and abuse 
against women. A total of 
16 partner agencies also 
attended the event, as well 
as Merseyside's Police and 
Crime Com miss Loner Jane 
Kennedy and her deputy 
Emily Spurrell. 

TWW is open to all 1S+ 
women. To learn more 
visit www. tomorrows 
women.org.uk 


Charity’s plan to help more 
kids begin a new chapter 


A LOCAL VOLUNTEER 
has launched an appeal 
for support for the 'Book 
at Bedtime 1 charity, which 
provides well-stocked book¬ 
cases for women's refuges 
across the UK. 

Amy Vickers, of Wallasey 
Village, helps raise funds 
and resources to fill, main¬ 
tain arid replenish bookcas¬ 
es locally. £300 will provide 
a refuge with a bookcase, 
a full set of Family Change 
books, bookmarks and some 
brand new books. 

Speaking of the charity's 
work, Amy (pictured) said; 
The children in refuges 
often don't have a single 
personal belonging. They 
regularly arrive, not only 
confused and terrified, but 



ing. Schools can 
be changed, friends lost and 
cherished toys abandoned. 
L When they leave the refuge, 


book to take with them and a 
bookmark; symbolically 
marking the start of a new 
chapter in their lives. 

Each bookcase contains a 
variety of brilliant books that 
the children can use freely 
during and after their stay at 
what can be a fragile, frighten¬ 
ing and fraught time.' 

As well as needing good 
quality fun books, covering 
ages 0-16, each bookcase 
includes a specialist set of 
Family Change books which 
enables play workers to sup¬ 
port the children. 

To help, please donate 
any good quality children’s 
books. Drop them into 
Wallasey Village Library or 
email amyvickers7B(o>google 


children can choose a favourite mail, com. 


TRFC SUPPORT FOR CAMPAIGN 



11 My partner doesn’t hit 
me, we just argue. 
Sometimes things get 
thrown, but it’s not abuf 


Reality: Donir-Siic abuse iJaes-'l always ne-an v i > 
rntimid-acins trehuviour end aggression can a to 


For j-AwiwiionJb”"' 

r, yOr i W 1 



Tranmere Rovers Football 
Club (TRFC) continued their 
support of the council’s 
Zero Tolerance to Domestic 
Abuse pledge ahead of the 
UN Day for the Elimination 
of Violence Against Women 
(November 25). 

Dedicating a match at 
their home ground, Pren- 
ton Park, to the council's 
#! ts Never Gk campaign of 


zero tolerance to domestic 
abuse, TRFC invited players 
and sup porters to learn 
about the campaign. 

Liam Ridehalgh, TRFC's 
Player Representative to 
end domestic abuse, also 
appeared in a promotional 
video for the campaign, 
calling for an end to gen¬ 
dered abuse and violence 
both on and off the pitch. 


follow us oo /wirrai council 
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CULTURAL EVENTS ATTRACT 



Incredible events to look out for in 2019 


ANIMATED SQUARE 
REVISITED: MARCH 

Rediscover the breath- 
taking projection show onto 
Birkenhead Town Hall* 
accompanied by a family 
festival for all to enjoy In 
Hamilton Square. 

MADE OF IRON 
EXHIBITION: FROM APRIL 

This interactive exhibition, 
developed with Cammell 
Laird and National Muse¬ 
ums Liverpool, will chart 
Wirral's unique contribu¬ 
tion to the world of ship¬ 
building and maritime 
exploration. 


RADIO LOCAL: APRIL 

Live for a day, this outdoor 
radio show built by locals for 
locals will be exciting and fun 
entertainment for all. 

MERSEY RIVER FESTIVAL: MAY 

Celebrate our unique maritime 
connections with the return of 
this ever-popular family festi¬ 
val on both sides of the Mersey. 

THE SEEDS OF CHANGE 
COMMISSION: MAY 

Hull's Absolutely Cultured, 
Wirral and Wall.ham Forest 
come together lo create a 
brand new outdoor spectacle 
in three amazing Locations. 


REMBRANDT IN PRINT: 
FROM JUNE 

Rembrandt in Print at the 
Lady Lever Art Gallery in Port 
Sunlight will feature around 
50 prints from the master 
artist. 

ART OUTDOORS: SUMMER 

Enjoy a fantastic summer 
programme of art outdoors. 
Exciting pop up and tempo¬ 
rary exhibitions appear in 
some surprising locations and 
settings across the borough. 

FUTURE YARD: AUGUST 

The first Future Yard Festival 
will be the opening edition of 


an agenda-setting contempo¬ 
rary music festival, in a wide 
collection of Birkenhead’s 
iconic spaces. 

CONSTELLATIONS: 

AUTUMN 

A series of awe-inspiring 
cultural events linked to the 
moon and stars will bring 
together communities across 
Wirral in autumn 2019. 

WALKER CUP: 

SEPTEMBER 

Wirral will play host to some 
thrilling sporting moments in 
2019 including the prestigious 
Walker Cup. 


DISTINCTLY EXHIBITION: 
FROM OCTOBER 

Distinctly at the W r illiamson 
Art Gallery in Birkenhead 
will explore six decades 
of life in Britain. The 
event is part of the LOOK 
international Photo 
Biennial. 

■ RIVER OF LIGHT: 
NOVEMBER 

Spectacular fireworks 
on Wirral and Liverpool’s 
waterfronts will captivate 
crowds once again and 
herald the start of the 
festive season with colour 
and light. 


folloniis oo /wirralcouncil 
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WIRRAL 
BECOMES 
BOROUGH 
OF CULTURE 


2019 IS SET TO be another 
incredible year in Wirral 
as an extraordinary line¬ 
up has been revealed, 
filled with fun and family- 
friendly events across the 
borough inspired by dis¬ 
covery, exploration and 
the great outdoors. As 
Wirral becomes Borough 
of Culture for Liverpool 
City Region next year, 
get set for this exciting 
programme of thrilling 
cultural and sporting mo¬ 
ments. 

Wirrai's programme 
in 2019 will provide op¬ 
portunities throughout 
the year for artists and 
creatives to shape the 
events calendar and offer 
a platform to shine a light 
on our existing cultural 
assets. 

The Borough of Cul¬ 
ture initiative was intro¬ 
duced by the Liverpool 
City Region Combined 
Authority and designed to 
encourage cultural activi¬ 
ties across the region. 

The award will rotate 
around the region's six 
local authorities on an 
annual basis, enabling 
each borough to highlight 
the unique character and 
distinctiveness of its peo¬ 
ple and places, develop 
the skills and talents of its 
residents and create an 
exciting year of cultural 
events and activity for 
everyone. 

More info on each of 
the events will be an¬ 
nounced in the New Year. 
To find out about Wirrai's 
2019 cultural events, visit 
imaginewirral.com and 
follow (SlmagineWirral 
on Twitter. If you'd like to 
get involved in next year's 
programme, please con¬ 
tact cultureteam@wirral. 
gov.uk 


The year of 

I culture, ideas 

| 

I and creativity 

$ 

I has been a 

$ j 

* huge success 


OVER 250,000 THIS YEAR 


Giant Spectacular, Lost Castles and Tall Ships among 2018’s 
key events which have attracted thousands to the borough. 


W HEN IMAGINE Wirral 
launched earlier this 
year, it promised a year of 
culture, creativity and ideas, 
with an ambitious programme 
of events and activities. The 
initiative has proved to have 
been a huge success, with Im¬ 
agine Wirrai's cultural events 
engaging over a quarter of a 
million people from across the 
borough and beyond. 

An enormous Viking stave 
church built out of cardboard, 
a Giant walking down the 
promenade in New Brighton, 
the return of the magnificent 
Tall Ships, photography exhi¬ 


bition New Brighton Revisited, 
the Wilfred Owen Commemo¬ 
ration and a spectacular fire¬ 
works display have been just 
some of ihe highlights from 
this incredible year. 

Imagine Wirral has had a 
resoundingly positive response 
from residents and visitors and 
showcased the borough on a 
regional, national and interna¬ 
tional platform like never be¬ 
fore. Wirrai's Lost Castle was 
featured in The Times and on 
BBC One's The One Show, and 
further a held, New Brighton 
Revisited attracted media cov¬ 
erage from the likes of Vogue 


Italia, while Lhe Gianl Spec¬ 
tacular in New Brighton made 
international news, including 
NBC News in America. 

The Imagine Wirral pro¬ 
gramme has been made 
possible through partnerships 
with organisations such as 
Liverpool City Council and 
Liverpool City Region Com¬ 
bined Authority, and exter¬ 
nal funders, including Arts 
Council England and Heritage 
Lottery Fund, which enabled 
Wirral Council to boost its 
creative programming and 
bring large-scale events to 
Wirral. 


follow IIS oo /wirral council 
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Lapland visits help local 
children's wishes come true 




More than 500 
children have been 
on a magical trip 
to see Santa thanks 
to Wirral charity 
Northern Lights 

F OR MORE THAN 30 years 
a local charity has been 
taking children with life limit¬ 
ing illnesses on a holiday they 
will never forget: to Lapland 
to meet Father Christmas. 

The charity was set up in 
memory of five-year-old Chris¬ 
topher Johnson, who tragically- 
died of a brain tumour in 1987. 

IIis father Alan said: "Origi¬ 
nally the charity was known 
as the Christopher Johnson 
Fund and we provided poorly 
children with games consoles, 
televisions and play equip¬ 
ment. Then one day someone 
said 4 why don’t we do a one-off 
trip to Lapland?" That was over 
30 years ago and this year's 
trip will be our 31st!’ 

The annual Lrip is funded 
through a busy diary of events 
such as carnivals, Christmas 
balls, auctions and marathons, 
as well as vital sponsorship from 
businesses and organisations. 

"When we had the idea for 
the first trip, we asked Alder 
Hey hospital to nominate 
children they thought would 


- 


.Iftltfrc: moment ir irtei r l FtilhtY Chrlsimm in Lupin mi 


benefit, 1 recalls Alan. 4 We took 
six children and since then it 
has grown. We work closely 
with Arrowe Park and as we’ve 
got bigger, we’ve spread our 
wings. We now cover the whole 
of the Northwest and take 20 
children each year." 

As well as having a holiday 
of a lifetime, the trip allows 
children to escape their illness 
for several days. 

Tfs the first time a lot of 
these children have been away 
from home, 1 explained 
Alan. ’They can forget 


about Lhe confines of the hos¬ 
pital, the drips and everything 
else, and just be children and 
enjoy themselves. 

4 When they first arrive in 
Lapland, the children are in 
awe of the snow. They want 
to go out and play! They go on 
reindeer and husky rides and 
of course get to meet Father 
Christmas himself.’ 

’After the trip, the kids just 
want to find Mum and Dad 
and tell them everything they 


have done. The excite¬ 
ment carries on all through 
Christmas and New Year. 
Importantly, they also have a 
renewed vigour to continue 
their light against the diseases 
they are suffering from.’ 

This year 20 very excited 
children will make the trip 
between 14 and 17 December. 
One of them is Charlotte, an 
eight and a half year old from 
Meols. She said: T'm most 
looking forward to having 
snowball fights and meeting 
Father Christmas!’ 

M For more info or to make 
a donation and help make a 
child's dream come true, visit 
nnrthernlightscharityorg.uk 


BY ROYAL 
APPROVAL 

FOUNDING members of 
Northern Lights, Karen 
Jones and Alan Johnson 
(above), were awarded 
MBEs for their charita¬ 
ble work in the Queen’s 
New Year’s and Birthday 
honours lists. 

Alan said: It was an 
honour to see the char¬ 
ity recognised in this 
way and a fitting tribute 
to my son Christopher, 
who i miss every day/ 

When Prince William 
awarded Alan his medal 
at the ceremony at 
Buckingham Palace on 
October 31„ he revealed 
that he has yet to take 
George, Charlotte or 
Louis to Lapland. 

"You should do it’ sug¬ 
gested Alan, "they would 
thoroughly enjoy it!' 


follonns oo /wirraltouncil 
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Gritters ready 

for a cold snap 



W ITH MANY people 
dreaming of a while 
Christmas, if temperatures do 
drop, our gritting team are on 
standby 24 hours a day, seven 
days a week throughout the 
winter months, ready to re- 
spond when temperatures - or 
the forecast - demand it, 

So while you may be 
tucked up in bed awaiting the 
arrival of Father Christmas, 
sitting down for your Christ¬ 
mas dinner, or bursting out 
the chorus of Auld Lang Syne 
on New Year's Eve, our team 
will be monitoring the fore¬ 
cast and conditions and when 
required will be out gritting to 
ensure that you can still get to 
your destinations. 

When a decision to grit is 


made, the aim is to have the 
first gritter on the road within 
an hour. But we’d just like 
to remind people that even 
on gritted roads they should 


drive more slowly and to the 
conditions of the road. 

A map of gritting routes in 
Wirral can be viewed on the 
council's website. 


CHRISTMAS TREE RECYCLING 


Have your Christmas tree 
collected from your door 
from 12th - 17th January 
2019 and recycled by Wirral 
Hospice St John’s and to 
raise vital funds for your 
local hospice and charities. 

The Hospice is collecting 
from across the borough. 
Suggested minimum dona¬ 
tion £5 for a small tree, £7 
for a medium tree or £10 for 
a large tree, but if you can, 
please give generously and 


help them to help others. 

A £7 donation could 
pay for one minute running 
costs of the Ilospice, while 
£10 would pay for food for 
a patient per day and £20 
could pay for a bereavement 
session to support family 
& friends & carers after the 
death of a loved one. 

Book your place www. 
wirralhospice.org or www. 
c ha rity xm as t reecol lect ion. 
com or call 0151343 0773. 


TRAIN PLATFORM UPGRADE WORK 


THE PROGRAMME of plat¬ 
form upgrades to prepare 
the Mersey rail network for 
the arrival of new, state of 
the art trains in 2020 is well 
underway and will specifi¬ 
cally affect Wirral travellers 
in the coming weeks. 

Phase Three is from 27 


December to 2 January when 
the Wirral Loop Line and 
river crossing will be closed. 

Further information 
including timetables is avail¬ 
able at Merseyrail stations 
and the website: www. 
mersey rail .u rg/pl at form - 
upgrade-works, aspx 


Christmas Bin Collection Dates 


TUESDAY COLLECTIONS 
Green and Grey bins 

There will be changes to those 
households who usually have their 
green and grey bins collected on Tuesdays. 
Put your bin out by 7am on collection day 
as bins could be emptied earlier than normal. 

Bins normally collected on: 
Tuesday 25th December 

Will be collected on; 
Saturday 22nd December 

Bins normally collected on: 
Tuesday 1 st January 

Will be collected on; 
Saturday 29th December 


WEDNESDAY COLLECTIONS 
Green and Grey bins 

There will be changes to those 
households who usually nave the fr green 
and grey bins collected on Wednesdays. 
Put your bin out by 7am on collection day as 
bins could be emptied earlier than normal. 

Bins normally collected on: 
Wednesday 26th December 

Will be collected on: 

Sunday 23rd December 


Download your 
bin collection 
calendar at 

w i rral. gov. uk/ recyc I i ng 


If you need 
to get rid of your 
old sofa, washing 
machine or bed 
contact (he bulky waste 
collection service. 
£27.30 per visit 
for 6 items. 





BROWN GARDEN 
WASTE BINS 

Garden waste collections 
will stop between 
1 4th December and 
1 4th January. 


GREEN AND GREY BINS 

There are no changes 
to collections due on 
Mondays, Thursdays or 
Fridays - put your bin oul 
by 7am a! your normal 
collection point 
on these days. 



Your local Household Waste 
Recycling Centres are: 

Bids ton Household Waste 
Recycling Centre 

Wallasey Bridge Road, Wirral CH41 1 EB 

Clatterbridge Household Waste 
Recycling Centre 

Mount Roadj Bebingfon, Wirral CH63 6JE 

West Kirby Household Waste 
Recycling Centre 

Greenbank Road, Wirral CH4B 5HR 

Centres are open every day Sam - 5pm 
except Christmas Day, Boxing Day 
and New Years Day 


www.wirral.gov.uk/recycling 
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World first for 


POPULAR BOATING LAKE IS 
RE-OPENED BY MAYOR 


autism project 


HOYLAKE'S Boating Lake 
has officially re-opened fol¬ 
lowing long-awaited clean¬ 
up and repair work. 

The boating lake is much 


everyone involved in the 
project came together to 
celebrate the completion 
of the work to the much 
ioved boating lake. 


Wirral Council and local charity Autism Together receive 
£100,000 to use innovative technology in pilot scheme 




A MAJOR NEW project 
involving Wirral Coun¬ 
cil and Wirral-based charity 
Autism Together will be given 
almost £100,000 to use ‘wear¬ 
able technology 1 to help some 
of the most vulnerable people 
in the borough. 

The world-first scheme, 
pioneered by Autism Togeth¬ 
er, will use "biometric sensors' 
in the form of lightweight 
wristbands - similar to the 
popular fitness trackers such 
as Fitbit - to help understand 
those with severe autism who 
may otherwise find it difficult 
to communicate. 

The council was chosen 
in a competitive process to 
receive funding from NI IS 
Digital, as part of a project 
managed by the Local Govern¬ 
ment Association. They were 
looking for innovative ideas 
for how technology could 
help shape the future of social 
care. 

The wearable sensors will 
allow researchers to spot the 
signs leading up to severe 
incidents of anxiety so 
they can be reduced 
or avoided in 
future, by 


family; From left David (a resident ai Rub\ Hull, wish Atottem Together}, his mum Kim and dad Certy. 

. mM' 


be compared to observations 
by staff about where each epi¬ 
sode of anxiety has occurred. 

This will take into account 
environmental triggers such 
as heat, light and noise, which 
can be challenging for those 
on the spectrum. The aim is 
to analyse the data for 
each indi¬ 


vidual to give an insight into 
what triggers incidents of 
‘challenging behaviour' in 
order to be able spot the pat¬ 
terns and reduce or prevent 
them occurring in the future. 

At the National Children 
and Adult Services Conference 
it was announced by Minister 
of State for the Department 
of Health and Social Care 
Caroline Dinenage that the 
Biometric Project for People 
with Autism would receive 
£96,161 to press ahead with 
the project. 

James Palmer, programme 
lead for the Social Care 
Programme at NHS Digital, 
said: H We were looking for 
digital pilots that can advance 
frontline social care practice, 
improve systems and enable 
integration across adult social 
care. The project from Wirral 
Council will make a real differ¬ 
ence to local people.’ 


keeping track in real time of 
changes in factors such as skin 
temperature, sweat, heart rate 
and movements. 

The trial phase will be 
overseen by academic part¬ 
ners in the USA and the 
information gathered from 
biometric wristbands will also 



loved and used by commu- 
n ity groups a nd vi sitors 
but was in desperate | 

need of repairs. ! 

United Utilities and 
their contractor, Amey, 
emptied, cleaned and re¬ 
filled the lake as part of 
the community project.. 

The lake was officially 
re-opened by the Mayor, 
Cllr Geoffrey Watt when 



If you’re reading this, 
so are your potential 
customers. 


* Free to every home, every business, 
every month with over 11,000 copies 
available at locations across Wirral 

* 100% positive community publication 

• Reduced costs for bulk hookings 

• Opportunities available to extend 
your advertising online 


For more info and to advertise 
here email wvads@wirral.gov.uk 


follow us OQ /wirralcouncil 



























PANTO TIME 

Cinderella, Robin Hood, 
The Little Mermaid, Puss 
in Boots, Dick Whittington 
and Aladdin are all com¬ 
ing to Wirral this Winter. 
© see Listings 



DON'T BE ON 
YOUR OWN 

If you live in Eastham or 
nearby, you can enjoy 
Christmas lunch with 
good company. 

© see page 15 


SUPERSLAM 

Wrestling is back! 
O see page 15 


SING STARS 

Find a carol serv¬ 
ice near you this 
Christmas. 

© see Listings 


GET YOUR 
FREE 
PASS 

Take ad¬ 
vantage of 
the latest 
offer 
from In- 
vigorS. 
G see 
page 16 


Christmas films! 


F ILM LOVERS are spoilt for 
choice this Christinas with 
a flurry of festive classics. 

Woodside Drive-In is 
screening How the Grinch 
Stole Christmas (PG) on Fri 14 
Dec, Elf (PG) with Will Ferrell 
on Sat 15 Dec and National 
Lampoon's Christmas Vaca¬ 
tion (12) on Sun 16 Dec. Films 
start at 7pm and cost £15 for a 
car or £5 walk-in. Visit woodside 
drivein.co.uk for details. 
Heswall Hall is showing 


It ? s a Wonderful Life <U) on 

Tue IS Dec at 2pm (£3.50) and 
you can join Kermit, Miss Pig¬ 
gy and Michael Caine in The 
Muppet Christmas Carol <U) 
on Fri 2S Dec at 6pm (£4/£2>. 
Visit heswallhall.co.uk. 

You can also get your festive 
film fix at Claremont Farm’s, 
Farm Yard Flicks. Macaulay 
Culkin is left Home Alone 
(PG) on Fri 21 Dec at 5.30pm 
and Elf (PG) will be spreading 
cheer on Sat 22 Decat 4.45pm. 


Tickets can be bought from 
clare montfa rm .co.uk. 

You can also catch 
Christmas 
classics at 
Vue in Birk¬ 
enhead, 

Qdeon in 
Brombor- 
ough and 
Light Cinema 
in New Brighton. 

See their websites 
for more info. 
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WHAT'S ON. WHEN & WHERE 


MAKE IT! IN LIBRARIES 
Until FRI21 DEC 

Art created in Make It! work¬ 
shops will be on display at four 
libraries - Birkenhead, Bebing- 
ton, Wallasey and West Kirby. 

w irral.gov.uk/makett 


CAROLS AROUND THE TREE 
WED 12 DEC, 7.15pm 

Revd Martin Cannam is joined 
by the Port Sunlight Lyceum 
Band outside the gates of St 
Peter’s Church, Lower I leswall. 


CHRISTMAS CRAFTS fit STO¬ 
RIES AT GREASBY LIBRARY 
THU 13 DEC, 10.30am.£l 

Festive fun for pre-schoolers. 
Book in advance. 

0151929 7730 


WIRRALCOMMUNITY CHOIR 
SAT IS DEC 7.30pm. £12 

Carol concert with Skelmersdale 
Brass Band. Wallasey Town I lall. 

01516526373 

VOICES AT CHRISTMAS 


CAROLS ON THE GREEN r 
CALDY CHURCH 
SUN 16 DEC, 6pm 

Carol service with mince pies 
and mulled w ine. Book ahead. 
01516250244 






ALADDIN 

Until SUN 6 JAN. £13.50 -126 

Flying carpets, genies, evil sor¬ 
cerers and a lamp-full of laughs. 
noralpavilion.com 

CHRISTMAS GROTTO 
Until SUN 23 DEC. £3.50 
Meet Santa in Birkenhead Park. 
0151652 5197 


CHRISTMAS BOX 
Until MON 24 DEC 

Funky elves at the Pyramids 
Shopping Centre, 
py ramidsbirkedhead .com 

MEMORIES 
AFTERNOON TEA ^ 

IRBY LIBRARY 
W ED 12 DEC, 

2 -4pm 
Songs from 
Dawpool CofE 
Primary School 
friendsohrby 
library.org. 
uk 


THE TIN SOLDIER 

W r ED 12 DEC, 6.30pm. £121 £10 

Folksy Theatre’s adaptation of 
Hans Christian Andersen’s fairy 
tale. The Lyceum, Port Sunlight. 
brownpapertickets.com/ 
event/3618349 

QUENTIN BLAKE: SO YEARS 
OF CHILDREN’S BOOKS 
Until SUN 3 MAR 2019 

Blake has illustrated for Roald 
Dahl, Beatrix Potter and David 
Walliams. Lady Lever Art Gal¬ 
lery, Port Sunlight, 
li verpoolmuseu ms.org.uk/ 
ladvlever 


WOODCHURCH LIBRARY 
XMAS COFFEE MORNING 
WED 12 DEC, 10.30am 

Enjoy music from lo¬ 
cal jazz singer Bexi 
Owen and a 
choir from a 
local primary' 
school. 

0151929 
7730 


OISIN HASSAN & FRIENDS 
FRI14 DEC, 7.30pm. £5 

An evening of soulful music 
with support from Gareth Hee- 
som and Ahmed Khwaja. 
westkirbyartscentre.org.uk 


XMAS SPECIAL-WITH BEZ 
FRI 14 DEC, 9pm 

DJ set from Happy Mondays 
maraca-shaker, Bez, Marine 
Street Social, New Brighton. 

lacebook.com/pg/ 

marlnestreetsocial 

STEVE TILSTON 
SAT 15 DEC, 7pm. 02 

Acclaimed singer songwriter 
West Kirby Arts Centre. 

westkirbyarts 
centre. 


SAT 15 DEC. 7.30pm. £8 
West Kirbv Light Opera Society 
perform your favourite carols. 
Greasby Methodist Church. 
01513422143 

STORYTIME WITH SANTA 
SAT IS - MON 24 DEC, various 
limes. £12.50 {adults free). 
Stories and festive songs! 
floralpa v i J Lon .com 


CINDERELLA 

SAT IS DEC - MON 31 DEC. 

£151 £131 £46 Family ticket 

Can Prince Charming sweep 
the beautiful Cinderella off her 
feet? Gladstone Theatre, Port 
Sunlight. Start times vary. 
gladstouetheatre.org.uk 

CHRISTMAS CAROL CONCERT 
SAT IS DEC, 7.30pm. £8 

An evening of carols hosted by 
the Castle Singers. Proceeds to 
local charities. Heswall Hall. 
heswallhall.co.uk 

CHRISTMAS CAROLS AT 
NESS GARDENS 
SUN 16 DEC 2-4pm 
With Heswall Musical 
Society. Free concert at 
Ness Gardens. 

0151 7956300 


ROME5H RANGANATHAN 
BOOK SIGNING 
SAT 15 DEC, 2.30-4.30pm^ 
£20 includes a copy 
of his book 

Stand-up comedlaiv ac¬ 
tor and star of the BBC 
series Asian Provocateur 
signs copies of his auto¬ 
biography. Signing only. 
bnghams.co.uk 


THE LITTLE MERMAID 


> V VS, iry-kv r Sti 


FRI18 & SAT 19JAN, 7.30pm. Matinee 
on SAT at 2pm. £16.50 J £13.50 

k Starlight Youth Theatre present this 
singalong family panto witj^ 
some of the best young talent 
in Wirral. join the Mersey Mer¬ 
maids, Charlie the Crab and Frankie 
the Fish in a song-filled adventure 

under the sea,. 
floralp^Vilion.com 

*,*. V.* • **2‘-« a ‘ _ 


Find out what's on at wirralview.com 


CAROL SERVICE-IRBY 
SUN 16 DEC, 6.30pm 
Carols at Irby Methodist Church. 
0151648 4466 

FESTIVE STORYTIME 
MON 17 DEC, 2.30pm 
Christmas Stories with a special 
visitor. Free. West Kirby Library. 

01516062665 

LINE DANCING - EASTHAM 
WED 19 DEC, 10-Hum 

Weekly class. All abilities 
welcome. Delamere Centre. 
07939 489248 


THE HOUGHTON WEAVERS 
THU 20 DEC, 7.30pm. £15 

Together for over 40 years, the 
band guarantee a unique blend 
of fol k music, humour and 
audience participation. 
gladstoiteiheaire.org.uk 


ROBIN HOOD AND 
THE BABES IN THE WOOD 
FRI 21 & SAT 22 DEC, 

7.30pm, matinees SAT 22 & 
SUN 23 at 2.30pm. E9|£7 
Join Robin Hood and his band 
of merry men at The Little 
Theatre, Birkenhead. 
carUniilitiletheatre. 
co.uk 


PUSS IN BOOTS 
FRI 11 & SAT 12 JAN, 
7.30pm. Matinees SAT 12 
& SUN 13 JAN, 2.30pm. £6 

Wirral Community Thea¬ 
tre present the popular 
panto, crammed with fun 
feline adventures! West- 
bourne Half, West Kirby, 
wirrakommunity 
theatre.com 
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SPANDEX BALLET 


EXPECT grudge : matches l smack¬ 
downs, clothespins anS br^n- 
busters aplenty j§ ALL STAR 
SUPERSLAM WRESTLING 
piledrives its way back 
to the Floral Pavilion on 
% Fri 25 Jan 2019, 7.30pm. 
Featuring top talent 
m from Britain against 

I the best from around 
V V 

the world! Tickets are 
£16.50 (adults), £11.50 
^ | (children) and a fam- 

ily ticket is £51. 

! floralpaviIon.com 


M n 
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CAROLS ON THE GREEN 

SAT 22 DEC, 6pm 
Carols on the green outside 
St John's Church, Meols. 

01516321661 

AKA NOEL GALLAGHER 
SAT 22 DEC, 9pm 
Tribute act performs the 
music of both Oasis 
and High Flying 
Birds. Marine { 

Street Social, 


LOOKING FOR KINGFISHERS 
WED 26 DEC, 12.30 - 2.30pm 
Free walk in search of the 
secretive birds. Meet at the 
Rangers office, Dibbinsdak. 
christophenverney^w Irral. 
gov.uk 

THE MUPPET CHRISTMAS 
CAROL (U) 

FRI 28 DEC, 2pm. 141 £2 
Enchanting retelling of the 
classic Dickens tale, with Ken 
mit the Frog, Miss Piggy, and 
Michael Caine. Heswall Hall. 
heswallhaDxo.uk 

BIRKENHEAD PARK 


BEGINNERS DANCE CLASSES 
THU 10 JAN, 8 - 9.30pm. £5 
Learn to dance like your 
favourite Strictly star) Every 
Thursday at Leverhulme Hotel, 
Bebington. 

07799701815 

SIMPLY DYLAN 
FRI UJAX, 7.45pm. £15 

John O'Connell's personal in¬ 
terpretation of the songs of one 
of the world's most prodigious 
songwriters, Bob Dylan. 

westkirby 
artscentre. 
org.uk 


DONT MENTION THE PETITS FOURS 

Enjoy a meat with a difference as the FAULTY TOWERS 
DINING EXPERIENCE visits the Floral between Wed 23 
to Sun 27 Jan. Expect a '70s style meal, sham bolic service 
and faughs-a-plenty with Basil, Sybil and Manuel. The 
show is 7.30pm each night and there are matinees on 
Sat 26 and Sun 27 Jan at 1.30pm. Tickets are £46.50 and 
include a three course meal. Early booking essential 
floralpavilion.com 


>■ m 


CYBER FRIDAY: 

IRBY LIBRARY 

FRI 21 DEC, 10am - 12pm 

Need help with your laptop, 
mobile or tablet? For beginners 
or more advanced nsers of IT. 

01516481348 

WET THE TEA 

FRI 21 DEC, 7.45pm. £10 

Irish folk music with a twist. 
xvestkirbyartscentre.org.uk 

HOME ALONE (PG) 

FRI 21 DEC, 6pm. £6 

Farm Yard Flicks present the 
classic Christmas movie at 
Claremont Farm. 
daremontfarm.co.uk 


CAROLS BY CANDLELIGHT 
SUN 23 DEC, 4.30 - 5.30pm 

Carols and mince piesE Brom- 
borough Evangelical Church. 
08448 400048 

CHRISTMAS TOGETHER 
TUE25 DEC, 12.30-3pm 

Don't spend the day alone. 
Come along for Christmas 
lunch and great company. Delar 
mere Centre, Eastham. Spaces 
limited - please book by Dec 17. 
0151327 8767 


ALADDIN-RELAXED 
FRI 4 JAN, 5pm. £171 £15. 
Autism friendly performance 
of the magical panto. 
floralpavilion.com 


DICKWHITTINGTON 
TIIU10 JAN - SUN 13 JAN, 
7.15pm. Matinee 2pm SAT & 
SUN. £121 £10 

Chrysanths present the popu¬ 
lar panto, packed full of local 
talent, comedy and dancing, in 
which Dick travels to London 
in search of fame and fortune. 
floralpavilion.com 
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QUENTIN BLAKE: 

SEE. MAKE, DO 
THU 3 JAN, I - 4pm 
Make your own piece of art¬ 
work inspired by Lady Lever’s 
Quentin Blake exhibition. Ideal 
for accompanied children 10 
years and under. Free. 
liverpoolmuseums.org.uk/ 
lady lever 


GIMME GIMME GIMME 

CELEBRATE the festive season with friends or workmates 
at one of F lora I Ravi lions I ege ndary party nights! Get all 
shook up with Kidd Galahad as ll S on Fri 14 Dec, Mi key 
Powell as MICHAEL BLISLE on Sat 15 Dec and the brilliant 
ABBA FOREVER on Thu 20 Dec. Dinner service begins at 
7.30pm and tickets are £45 per person. floraJpavilion.com 


Find out what's on at wirralview.com 
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REMEMBERING THE PAST 
FRI 11 JAN, Ham - 1pm 

A nostalgic look back with 
different themes each session. 
Free. Lady Lever Art Gallery. 

LiverpoolimiseLixns.org.tik/ 

ladyftever 


^^asfc 



ERNEST SHACKLETON TALK 
WED 16 JAN, 8pm 

Shackleton's 1914-17 Imperial 
Trans’Antartic Expedition. 
Bebington Civic Centre. 

0151643 7000 

OLYMPISCHE SPIELE 
MUNCHEN 1972: A TALK 
TUU 17 JAN, 7pm 

How the 1972 Olympic Games 
were a milestone in visual com¬ 
munication. Includes posters 
by David Hockney, Max Bill 
and R.B. Kitaj, 
wllliamsonartgalLery.org 


WEST KIRBY BEACH CLEAN 
SUN 13 JAN, 10am - 12pm 
Join the IlighTidiers and help 
clean the beach. Litter pick¬ 
ing kit provided. Meet by the 
Ililbre tides noticeboard. 
facebook.com/hightidiers 
WesiKirby 

YOUNG AT HEART CLUB 
MON 14 JAN, 2- 4pm 

Friendly social club for over 
50s, includes quizzes, internet 
tuition and jigsaws. St John’s 
Church Centre, Meols. Free. 
01516325011 

PEDAL AWAY RIDE - WALLASEY 
TUE IS JAN, 10am - 12pm 
Meet at Guinea Gap for an easy 
cycle ride. Every Tuesday, 
eydl ng.org.uk/pedal-axvay 



LOVE MACHINE 
FRI18 JAN T 7.30pm. OS 

Sing along to the classics, from 
motown to disco. Expect clas¬ 
sics like 'Under My Skin 1 , Ain't 
No Mountain L ligh Enough’ 
and 'Hot Stuff. 
gladsioneiheatre.org.uk 

BURNS SUPPER & CEILIDH 
FRI I8JAN t 7pm. £10 

Live music and dancing 

westki rbyartscetitre.org.uk 


DISNEY'S COCO 
SAT 19 JAN, 2.30pm. £4 

Gladstone Theatre Cinema 
Club presents the Golden 
Globe award-winning film, 
about musician Miguel and his 
extraordinary journey through 
the vibrant Land of the Dead 
gladslnnetheatre.org.uk 



125 YEARS OF THE CUNARD 
LINE: DAVID HEARN 
FRI 25 JAN, 7.30pm 

Cruise on down to Matheson 
Memorial 1 [all, Bromborough, 
for this fascinating talk. 
01513349467 

RALPH STEADMAN: 

A CELEBRATION 
FRI 4 - SUN 27 JAN 

Animal inspired art by the 
world renowned Wallasey born 
artist, including prints from 
his latest book Critical Critters. 
Williamson Art Gallery, 
w illiamsonartgallery.org 


SIT FIT-MORETON 
MON 21 JAN, 1 - 2pm. £3.50 

Chair based exercise every Mon¬ 
day at the Presbyterian Church. 

07925 076914 

TAI-CHI - HOYLAKE 
TUE 22 JAN, 6.30 pm. £5 

Exercise class that helps 
strength, balance and flexibility. 
The Parade Community Centre. 
0151 632 2889 

DAVE SPIKEY -JUGGLING 
ON A MOTORBIKE 
THU 24JAN, 7.30pm. £19.50 

The Phoenix Nights star talks 
about his rib-tickling rise to 
fame. Over 14s only. 
floralpavilion.com 



THE LADY VANISHES 
MON 25 FEB - SAT 2 MAR 

Adaptation of the much- 
loved Alfred Hitchcock film. 

MADAGASCAR-THE 
MUSICAL 

TUE 19-SAT 23 MAR 

Smash hit musical with 2016 
X Factor winner Matt Terry. 

AVENUE Q 
MON 8 - SAT 13 APR 

Hilarious puppet show dial 
has sold out on Broadway. 



GET A FREE 

INVIG0R8 

PASS 

DO YOU WANT to lose a 
few pounds over Christ¬ 
mas or start your fitness 
journey in the new year? 

If the answer is yes, 
in vigors have got a great 
offer for you! Go to any 
InvigorS gym in Wirral 
and you can have a FREE 
Induction, then stay 
afterwards for a free 
workout, class or swim. 

To sign up for your 
one day fitness pass, visit 
leisure offers. co. u k / 
wi rra I/on e-d ay-pa ss 
■ InvigorS members 
can choose between 8 
leisure centres, 10 pools 
and over 350 classes 
per week, ranging from 
boxercise to tai chi! 



BOB PAISLEY 1Q0TH 
ANNIVERSARY SHOW 
THU 31 JAN 2019, 7.30pm 
£21.50 { £18.50 

Take a trip down memory 
lane and relive Liverpool's 
golden era with four of 
Paisley s greats - Ian Cal¬ 
laghan Jimmy Case, Alan 
Kennedy and Phil Neal. 
floralpavilion.com 


ARTS AT THE LIGHT CINEMA 

THE LIGHT CINEMA in New Brighton screens the best 
stage productions from all over the world, from ballet 
and opera to world class theatre and live concerts. 
Highlights this month include: 

Opera's version of Verdi's timeless 
tragedy on SAT IS DEC, 5.45pm. £21.501 £19.50 
■ performing his New Year concert in 

Sydney on SAT 5 & SUN 6JAN, 3pm. £16.95 | £14.95 
9 Don't miss National Theatre's liTTTT^nTiyTiTaNI 


£ 14 . 


RICHARD THE SECOND 




WIN TWO TICKETS 
TO THE OPENING 
NIGHT OF'THE 
LADY VANISHES' 
AT THE FLORAL 
ON MON 25 FEB. 
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Closing date MON 14 
JAN 2019, Email your 
answer plus your name, 
address and phone 
number to wvcomps@ 
wirraLgov.uk. Your entry 
can be posted to Wirral 
View, Wallasey Town 
Hall, Brighton Street 
Wallasey CH44 8ED 




Find out what's on at wlrralview.com 
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New foster carers needed 


A MAJOR NEW campaign 
is underway to recruit 
40 families from Wirrai who 
are urgently needed to step 
forward and help look after 
children without homes. 

As Wirrai Council launched 
its 'Big Heart' campaign to 
attract more foster carers the 
Full extent of the issue facing 
the borough was revealed. The 
council needs more foster can 
ers - people of all ages, single, 
married, living together, in 
same-sex relationships, with 
or without their own children, 
working or not. 

There are more than S30 
children in care in W r irral and 
in order to keep up with those 
families who keep children 
long term - *or staying put' - or 
are retiring, at least another 40 
families are urgently required 
to step forward and help. 

The 'Big Heart 1 campaign, 
created through work with 



current foster carers is now 
calling residents from all 
walks of life to find space in 
their home and in their heart 
to provide local homes, for lo¬ 
cal children who need it most. 

There are lots of different 
types of fostering, and oppor¬ 
tunities to care for children 
and young people of all ages. 


A new website has been 
launched, providing all the in¬ 
formation prospective carers 
may need to help them decide 
if fostering is right for them. 
The website w irralfostering. 
org provides a real insight into 
fostering and helps to answer 
lots of the questions potential 
foster carers may have. 


The different types of fostering 


THERE ARE many different 
types of fostering, each with 
their own challenges and 
rewards. 


stay until the child can 
return home to their own 
family or a longer-term ar¬ 
rangement can be made. 


■ TEENAGERS 

At this critical time in their 
lives, teenagers need guid¬ 
ance and support to help 
them grow and avoid bad 
behaviours and lifestyles. 

■ SIBLING GROUPS 

When children have to leave 
their parents they are vul¬ 
nerable and need stability, 
We need carers who are able 
to keep siblings together. 

■ SHORTTERM 

Short-term foster carers pro¬ 
vide a temporary place to 


■ LONGTERM 

Long term foster carers 
will care for a child from 
a young age, through to 
adulthood. These children 
are likely to be older, and 
will benefit from keeping in 
contact with their siblings, 
parents and wider family. 

■ CHILDREN WITH SPECIAL 
NEEDS 

These children need a 
special love, and someone 
prepared to provide the 
added care and attention 
they need. 



€£WIRRAL wirralfostering.org #big heart 













IS I December/Januaiy'20tH 


wirralview.com 


nail’s 


Nominations open 
for local NHS awards 


A LL OF US at ;*ome time will 
have received NIIS health 
and care services in the com' 
munity or in our own home. 

Whether you get visit from 
a community nurse or health 
visitor, or come to a clink to 
have some treatment, com- 
munity health and care is far 
reaching and is a vital part of 
the NHS in Wirral, helping to 
keep us well at home, 

Wirral Community NIIS 
Foundation Trust has more 
than one million patient 
contacts every year, proving 
over 40 health services from 
around 50 community loca- 
tions as well as seeing thou¬ 
sands of people in their own 
homes, 24 hours a day, 365 
days a year. 

Each year the Trust 
receives thousands of compli¬ 
ments from the people they 
care for, praising their teams 
and the quality of services. 

Now they are inviting 
members of the public to 
make their nominations for a 
People’s Heart Award. If you’d 
like to thank and recognise a 
member of staff or team for 
their exceptional care and a 
great patient experience com¬ 
plete a nomination form: 

■ Maybe you were one of the 
356,000 Community Nursing 


appointments; or one of the 
81,000 patient contacts at our 
Walk-in Centres. 

■ Were you one of the 86,000 
consultations at our physio¬ 
therapy and podiatry services 
or one of the 14,000 appoint¬ 
ments with our Community 
Cardiac services? 

If someone in your family 
has had a baby, they are likely 
to have been supported by 
our health visitors, who had 
110,000 visits across Wirral 
and Cheshire East. 


Whether they’ve cared for 
you or someone close to you 
and you'd like to say a special 
thanks, then you can nomi¬ 
nate them for a People’s l lean 
Award. 

HOWTO ENTER: 

Visit the website wirralct. 
nhs.uk/peoplesheart and com¬ 
plete the online form 

Pick up a nomination form 
in one of our clinics and 
return via the patient experi¬ 
ence feedback boxes on the 


clinic reception. 

Email went .communica¬ 
tion s@nhs.net with your 
nomination 

Write to: Communications, 
Wirral Community NHS Foun¬ 
dation Trust, St Catherine's 
Health Centre, Derby Road, 
Wirral, CH42 OLQ 


Closing date for entries is Fri¬ 
day 4 January. 

Winners will be announced at 
the annual Tleart Awards’ in 
March 2019. 



awards 
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Tips to help you Stay Well t his winter 


WINTER CAN BE seriously 
bad for our health, especially 
for the elderly and people 
with long-term health condi¬ 
tions. Here are some of things 
you can do to keep you and 
your family well this winter. 

■ If you start to feel unwell, 
even if it is just a cough or 
cold, don't wait until it gets 
more serious - get help from 
your pharmacist. 



■ Make sure you get your flu 
jab. Flu can lead to serious ill¬ 
nesses and can be deadly. The 
vaccination is free for children 
aged 2-3, if you’re aged 65 or 


over, or if you have a long¬ 
term health condition. Speak 
to your GP or pharmacist. 

■ If you’ve been prescribed 
medication, don’t forget to 
pick up your prescription 
before the Christmas holidays 
start. 

If you do need help over 
the holiday period when your 
GP surgery or pharmacy is 
closed, call NHS 111 or visit 
nhs.uk 


Remember that older 
neighbours, relatives, friends 
and family might need a bit 
of extra help over the winter. 
Check if they are feeling under 
the weather, help them stock 
up on food supplies and make 
sure they have the necessary 
medications they may need. 

To help you find the right 
medical care, visit nhs.uk/ 
stay well 


HOWTO SPOT 
SIGNS OF 
NOROVIRUS 
THIS WINTER 

WIRRAL Community NHS 
Foundation Trust's Infec¬ 
tion Prevention Control 
team is urging people to 
be aware of the symp¬ 
toms of norovlrus and to 
understand how to help 
stop It spreading this 
winter. 

Also known as the 
'winter vomiting bug’, 
norovlrus is a highly con¬ 
tagious, unpleasant bug 
that usually lasts around 
two days. 

The illness affects up 
to one million people in 
the UK each year and is 
prevalent at this time of 
year. 

The main symptoms 
are feeling skk [nausea), 
diarrhoea and vomiting 
but you may also have 
a high temperature, a 
headache and aching 
arms and legs. There is 
not much that can be 
done to treat it but get¬ 
ting plenty of rest and 
drinking fots of fluids 
will help. 

Stay off work or 
school until the symp¬ 
toms have stopped for 
two days and do not 
visit hospitals or care 
homes during this time 
either. To prevent the 
spread of infection wash 
your hands frequently 
with soap and warm 
water. Unfortunately 
alcohol hand gets don’t 
kill norovirus. 

Wash dirty clothing 
and bedding separately 
on a hot wash and dean 
toilet seats and handles, 
taps, surfaces and door 
handles frequently. 

Avoid preparing food for 
other people and sharing 
towels, flannels, cutlery 
or utensils. 

Contact your GP or 
NHS 111 if you require 
medical advice. 


follow us GO /wirralcouncil 
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We want your views on 
how we spend our budget 


‘Have your say’ 
sessions are due to 
be held to seek the 
public’s views on 
the Council budget 

E ACH YEAR the council has 
to decide how to allocate 
the funding from central gov¬ 
ernment on services for Wir- 
ral residents and businesses. 
For 2019-20 and future years 
the Council needs to provide a 
balanced budget within the re¬ 
sources available. At the same 
time the Council will continue 
to invest in and delivers key 
services, protecting frontline 
delivery wherever possible. 

Each year the council has 
heard the views of residents 
and businesses in Wirral and 
worked to shape an approach 
to our annual savings which 
has reduced the cost of back 
office functions and manage¬ 
ment to protect frontline 
services, increase income 
and, where necessary, use 
council reserves. This year 
the consultation is wider than 
before, asking for your views 
on spending. 

HOW IS THE BUDG ET SPENT? 

The council plays a part in 
many aspects of our lives 
from social care, to primary 
schools* to parks* to job crea¬ 
tion, investment* regeneration 
- people are often surprised 


at just how much the coun¬ 
cil does. Below is a diagram 
showing how the council 
budget is divided up. 


Total Budget: 

£300m 

People: Adult Social 
Care, Children and Fami¬ 
lies, Schools 

■ Environment: Housing, 
Bin Collections, Communi¬ 
ty Safety and Engagement 

Business: Highways 
and Transport, Economic 
Regeneration, Running 
the council 


£61 m 


£170m 

£68m 


The chart above is split to 
show the three main themes 
from the Wirral 2020 vision; 
People (blue). Environment 
(green) and Business (yellow). 
More than half of our budget 
is spent in the people cat¬ 
egory* which includes health 
and social care, as well as 
children's services. 


d £45 m 


£33m 



£141 m 

^ £81 m 



Council funding 
comes from: 

■ Council Tax [£141m) 

■ Business Rates [£81 m), 
Government Grant (£33 m), 

ft Leaving a Budget gap of 
£45m 



WHERE DOES COUNCIL IN¬ 
COME COME FROM? 

Council tax, business rates, 
reserves use and grants 
from Central Government all 
make up the council's £3O0m 
income. This money goes 
towards providing services 
for the Wirral. However, the 
council continues to face 
financial challenges, such as 
increased pressures in social 
care, and the continued re¬ 
duction in grants from central 
government. 

As a result, next year the 
council faces a £45m budget 
gap. This is the difference 
between what is needed to be 
spent and council income. To 
close this gap, the council will 
need to make changes to what 


it does including raising more 
income, so that we can con¬ 
tinue to provide the services 
that are important to you. 

The council has already 
made £140m in savings since 
2010, and grant support from 
central government continues 
to reduce. As a result* there 
will need to be some difficult 
decisions over the next few 
years to decide how to priori¬ 
tise council spending. 

We want to ensure that we 
are spending on the services 
that are important to you. 

In the next few w eeks, the 
council is running ‘Have your 
say* sessions, where you w ill 
have a chance to say how you 
would like council money 
spent. 


The sessions will be adver¬ 
tised on w irral.gov.uk, along 
with an interactive online 
tool that you can use to have 
a go at allocating the council 
budget. Your comments will 
be considered by the Cabinet 
in February 2019. 



The council 
i plays a part in 
many aspects of 
| our daily lives - 
| people arc often 
I surprised 
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Success for Riverside 


Riverside Primary 
in Seacombe has 
been honoured 
at the prestigious 
Educate Awards 

HE EDUCATE AWARDS is 
now in iti seventh year and 
is the largest education awards 
in the Northwest, 

More than 600 guests 
gathered for the latest awards 
ceremony held at the Liver- 
pool Anglican Cathedral and 
hosted by broadcaster, Simon 
‘Rossie 1 Ross. 

On the night* 21 awards 
were handed out to schools 
in the Liverpool City Region, 
Lancashire* Cheshire and 
Greater Manchester. Last year's 
Outstanding Arts in Primary 
School winners. Riverside 
Primary, retained its title, win¬ 
ning again for its 'Archie and 
the Royal Avocado' project. 

During Prince William’s 
visit to the school, four-year 
old pupil Archie gave him a 
unique gift for the Duchess of 
Cambridge - an avocado - as 
Archie's mum was also preg¬ 


nant at the time and found 
avocados had helped her 
morning sickness symptoms. 

Inspired by the excite- 
menl that the royal visit has 
generated, the school made an 
all-singing, all-dancing produc¬ 
tion, 'Archie and the Royal 
Avocado’ which involved the 
whole community. 

With a focus on enhancing 
the mental health, well-being 
and happiness of pupils, the 
impact of the far-reaching 


project has been vast - all 
pupils state they are 'happy' at 
Riverside and writing progress 
is at 100% good or better 
across the entire school. 

The evening also saw 
the premiere of the Educate 
Awards Super Choir Children 
in Need music video, We are 
all Stars’* which Riverside Pri¬ 
mary School took part in. The 
recording features the voices 
of over 300 students from local 
schools, with all proceeds from 


the sales going to the charity. 

Kim O’Brien, founder of 
the Educate Awards* said: 
Many congratulations to Riv¬ 
erside Primary School on their 
fantastic award win, and for 
taking part in this year's Super 
Choir for Children in Need. It’s 
been an exceptional year of 
entries. 1 

Heswall Primary School, 
Wirral Hospitals’ School and 
Leasowe Primary School were 
all finalists on the evening. 
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PLAN FOR GOLF COURSES REVEALED 


MUNICIPAL GOLF COURSES 
in Wirral are set to undergo 
much-needed investment 
to improve facilities under 
new plans approved by the 
Council's ruling cabinet. 

A specialist provider 
is to be brought in to take 
over operation of two of the 
leading public courses in 
the borough - and bring 
new investment to the 

facilities for 
Wirral 
golfers. 



The move follows a review of 
the borough s leisure services, 
seeking ways to make them 
more sustainable, flexible and 
provide an improved service 
for residents. 

With 19 private and 
public golf courses including 
IS hole and nine hole courses, 
pitch and putt facilities, and 
a driving range, there is 
significant competition in the 
golf market locally. 

The Council currently 
runs three IS hole golf 
courses, a nine hole course 
and two 'fun courses 1 (pitch 
& putt and Crazy Golf). 
However, reviews of council 


golf provision identified the 
need for significant capital 
investment in courses so 
they remain playable. 

The cost of municipal 
golf to Wirral council tax 
payers this year (2013/19) is 
expected to be £430*000. 

As a result the 
Council’s ruling cabinet 
approved bringing in a 
specialist golf provider to 
operate both Arrowe Park 
and The Warren Municipal 
Golf courses. Both would be 
owned by the Council but 
leased to the new operator 
to allow them to make the 
necessary investment. 


HI\ ? 

SS PETER, PAUL & ST 
PHILOMENA'S Church - The 
Dome of Home - has a great 
track record over three 
successful Lottery Funded 
(HLF) projects. Now for 
funding to complete the 
roof restoration* they need 
to consult you about the 
proposals. This next project 
focusses remedial works on 
the Dome itself* in a project 
worth over £500*000. 

Those completing the 
survey will be entered 
into a free prize draw to 
win £50. See the website: 
s ur veymon key .com/r/ 
domeofhome 


VOLUNTEER 

MENTORS 

NEEDED BY 

YOUTH 

OFFENDING 

SERVICE 

MENTORING is an 
important service 
offered to young people 
who are in the youth 
justice system. 

They are matched 
with a Volunteer 
Mentor who will act as 
a positive role model, 
offering support and 
guidance which focuses 
on making positive 
steps away from 
offending. 

Wirral Council's 
Youth Offending Service 
is looking for more 
Volunteer Mentors in 
the New Year who can 
help those who want 
support to keep them 
on the right track. 

All mentoring 
relationships will have 
different aims. You 
may help support a 
young person back 
into education or 
training, find positive 
social activities for 
them to engage with, 
play sports* walk the 
dog, or simply sit on 
a bench and talk. It 
sounds simple* but you 
may be the first adult 
to voluntarily listen to 
that young person and 
respect their views and 
opinions. 

All volunteers will 
be fully trained before 
becoming a mentor, 
and will receive ongoing 
support throughout 
their time with the 
Youth Offending 
Service. 

To find out more* 
please contact Carl 
Loughtin on 0151 666 
4960 or by email at 
carlloughlin2@ wirral. 
gov.uk. 


follonus oo /wirralcouncil 
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Lifesaving support from 
Wirral's children centres 


Parents who use 
Wirral’s children’s 
centres have taken 
to social media to 
share just why they 
love their centre. 



"I love my 
children's centre 
because..." 


“...the staff are so 
friendly and you make 
great friends and bump 
into old friends'. 


A COMPETITION was 
launched encouraging 
parents to share their sto¬ 


ries and experiences from 
using Wirral’s ever popular 
children’s centres, with the 
response overwhelming 
as heartfelt stories of how 


centres and staff have helped 
many families poured in* 

One mum told us: H I love 
my children’s centre because 
I feel it saved my life. It was 
there for me and my little boy 
when I felt completely alone, 
afraid and desolate*’ 


Another mum of two 
added: ‘We love attending the 
children’s centre, we arrive 
to a warm welcome off the 
friendly staff, w ho are always 


on hand to help and support 
you during play/ 

Centres offer a number of 
groups and programmes for 
parents and their little ones to 
enjoy. To find out more visit 
facebook .com/mych ildca n 



, ’1 love my 

children's centre 
because..* 

'...they helped give my 
son his eyesight back - 
the staff directed me 
to the sensory room to 
help develop his eyes. 

He's now a happy, 
healthy five year old." 




CHILDREN LEARN RULES OF 
THE ROAD 

Seacombe children's centre 
recently played host to the 
Council's road safety team. 

Council experts put on a 
special session dedicated to 
teaching children to stay safe 
around roads. 

During the session, which 
was held to mark Road Safety 
Week 2G1S, little ones got to 
listen to stories, learn the rules 
of crossing roads and dress up 
as mini road safety officers! 



"7 love my 
childrens centre 
because ..." 


'...they've helped me get 
out of our house and 
into a wei coming, safe, 
happy environment" 


Parents also benefited from 
the event as the team were 
joined by a qualified mechanic 
to offer free car maintenance 
checks to ensure their cars 
were fit to drive. 



KEEPING IN theme with road 
safety. Big Dish, Little Dish 
sessions shared a tasty recipe 
for ‘traffic light biscuits’ with 
parents and their little chefs. 
Give it a go at home] 


knead the dough together 
until it forms a ball. 

2. Roll out on a floured sur¬ 
face until approx 5mm thick. 
■ 3* Cut the dough into 
traffic light" rectangular 
strips. Place red, yellow 
and green smarties in a row 
down the strip. 

4. Place the biscuits on 
a floured or lined baking 
tray and bake in the cen¬ 
tre of a pre-heated oven at 
150°C/30G°F/Gas Mark 2 for 
10 mins or until golden. 

5, Let the biscuits cool 
and enjoy! 


INGREDIENTS: 

■ 175g plain flour 
lOOg butter or marge 

■ 5Qg caster sugar 

■ Tube of smarties 


METHOD: 

■ 1* Mix butter/marge and 
sugar together until light 
and fluffy. Add flour and 


Entries now open for the 70th YVirral festival 


ENTRIES ARE NOW open 
to take part in the Wirrai 
Festival of Music, Speech and 
Drama’s 70th anniversary- 
year in 2019. 

The event promises to be 
a wonderful celebration of the 
performing arts showcasing 
the best amateur performers 
of all ages. 

Since 1949, the Festival - 
originally called the Brombor- 
ough Festival - has attracted 
hundreds of entries each year 
from amateur musicians, 
singers, choirs, orchestras, 
speakers and actors, who are 
given the chance to perform 



the public. 


15th-16 th, 
and music 
on the weekend of 22nd-23rd. 
All performances are open to 


Caitlin Edwards, chair 
of the Wirrai Festival com¬ 
mittee said: ‘The standard 
across music, speech and 
drama is often phenomenal. 
Many members of the audi¬ 
ence have commented 
on the quality of many 
of the performances 
and have been over¬ 
whelmed by the talent 
on display.' 

Entries close on 31st 
January 2019 and adults 
and children aged 6 and 
over from Wirrai and beyond 
are welcome to take part. 


Festival: Celebration of rforming arts 


in a supportive environment. 

The Festival runs over 
two weekends in March, with 
speech and drama on the 


More information on the cat¬ 
egories and how to enter are 
now available on the Wirrai 
Festival website, wirralfesti- 
val.co.uk. 

Caitlin added: T feel it 
is so important to encour¬ 
age participation in the arts 
amongst adults and young 
people/ 

As well as taking part as a 
performer, the committee are 
also on the lookout for new 
members to join them and 
help support the Festival dur¬ 
ing its 70th year and to ensure 
that it continues to flourish for 
many years to come. 


follow us 00 /wirrai council 
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books 


READ ALL ABOUT IT! 

IN THIS REGULAR FEATURE, we reveal the top 10 most 
loaned books in Wirral libraries, plus offer a top pick from 
new additions to our library stock, chosen by library staff. 


TOP PICK; 

LETHAL WHITE, by Robert Galbraith 


WRITING AS Robert Gal¬ 
braith, this is the fourth 
book inJ.K. Rowling's 
series featuring Cormo¬ 
rant Strike and his agency 
partner Robin Ellacott. 

The book begins at Robin's 
wedding where the third 
book ends. 

Strike is trying to keep 
his agency together and 
disastrously hires other 
agents to do Robin's work. 

When a young psychotic 
boy visits Strike's office 
asking him to uncover a 
hanging which he wit¬ 
nessed as a young child, 
he at first dismisses him 
as delusional. Something, 


however rings true about 
his story and Strike de¬ 
cides to investigate. 

Meanwhile Robin is 
trapped and depressed 
in a loveless marriage 
and is delighted when 
Strike brings her back 
on board to investigate the 
boy's story. 

Set in London in 2012 at 
the height of the summer 
Olympics, the search for the 
killer takes them to West¬ 
minster and into the murky 
world of politics, blackmail 
and an Oxford Country 
House with all its many hid¬ 
den secrets. 

The emotional tension 
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between the two agents is 
reflected in the danger 
they increasingly find 
themselves in. 

First seen on TV in The 
Cuckoo's Calling with Tom 
Burke as Cormoran Strike, 
this fourth book in the 
series by one of our lead¬ 
ing writers will not disap¬ 
point. 


Top 10 Library Books 

This month's top 10 most popular library books borrowed 
from our libraries are; 


L Juror no.3, 

James Patterson & 
Nancy Allen Patterson, 

2. The Midnight Line, 

Lee Child 

3. Shadow Tyrants, Clive 
Cussler & Boyd Morrison 

4. The Scariet Nightingale, 
AlanTitchmarsh 

5. Little Lies, Liane Moriarty 


The Clock maker's 
Daughter, Kate Mort 
Lethal White, 

Robert Galbraith 
The House Across the 
Street, Lesley Pearse 
The Fox, 

Frederick Forsyth 
to. The Postcard, 

Leah Fleming 


8 . 


9. 


Support for abuse victims 

CHILDREN AND their mums who have experienced do¬ 
mestic abuse are able to get support through a council- 
funded course. The Leapfrog programme, which is owned 
and run by Involve North West, provides a safe environ¬ 
ment for children aged five to 10 years old and their 
mums to speak about their experiences and help them 
work on healing and moving on together. 

The programmes are separate for mums and their 
children but run alongside each other over 10 weeks to 
help re-establish relationships. For more information 
visit bit.£y/2P16e04 



Hitt, 


We're healthcare experts who can give 
you clinical advice, right here and now. 
And if symptoms suggest it's more serious, 
we'll ensure you get the help you need. 


We're here to help you and your family stay well. 




We can help you with 
minor health concerns 
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news 


This is why domiciliary 

carers are so important 


For many adults 
who are cared for 
it’s still important 
to keep their 
independence 

A re you caring, compas- 

sionate and want to make 
a difference? We’re recruiting 
for Domiciliary Care Workers, 
and you could be one of our 
new recruits. 

Domiciliary carers sup¬ 
port clients in their own 
homes. For many adults who 
are cared for, it’s important 
that they retain their inde¬ 
pendence as much as possible. 
Those who help to take care of 
them play a vital role in sup¬ 
porting this, while assisting 
them where needed. 


Domiciliary care workers 
provide the best possible care 
and support, helping with a 
variety of needs from social 
calls to personal care. This 
might include helping with 



dressing, cooking, cleaning, 
shopping, social activities and 
much more. 

Antonia Ryan-Trueman* 
a carer in Wirral for 13 years, 
said: Tve been able to progress 
through training to become a 
senior carer and care coach* 
w hich means I help to train 
new and existing staff as well 


as visit clients in their homes. 

T love my job because 
it’s so varied depending on 
a client's needs, and no two 
days are the same. I get out 
and about at different houses 
and work with other carers for 
some visits. Sometimes I do 
office work* too. It doesn’t feel 
like a job* and it's so reward¬ 
ing - it feels more like visiting 
your nan or grandad.’ 

Carer Tracy Veste said: 

The job is so much more than 
people think - I love interact¬ 
ing with clients and showing 
them I care. It’s more than just 
a job to me. It’s not just about 
meeting clients’ physical 
needs; it’s about meeting their 
emotional needs as well.’ 

Interested in joining one 
of our care teams? We have 
positions available across Wir¬ 
ral - take a look atwirral.gov. 
uk/jobs and the job advert on 
page 27. 



Domiciliary Core Workers: Above. Kay a nd Toni; left , ViTti and Tracy 


Top chef to help make Christinas 
extra special for Wirral’s care leavers 


VOLUNTEERS will come to¬ 
gether once again to provide a 
5* Christmas dinner for young 
care leavers aged 18-25 who 


would otherwise be alone and 
isolated on Christmas day - 
but they need your help to 
make the day extra special. 



The organisers of the dinner 
are appealing for gift dona¬ 
tions to make the care leavers’ 
Christmas one to remember. 

This is the second year 
running that the event will 
take place in Wirral. Award- 
winning chef Paul 
Askew from Lhe Art 
School restaurant 


in Liverpool has 
once again agreed 
to provide his 
time, expertise and 
food free of charge. 

Karen Smith, one of the 
volunteer organisers of the 
event said: This event is so 
much more than a dinner. 
It’s about sharing and mak¬ 
ing friends. It's about having 
a place to go when you feel 


low and isolated or when 
you think you don’t belong 
anywhere. It's also about 
knowing you aren’t alone and 
that there are people who 
understand you and are there 
for you on Christmas Day; 
unconditionally/ 

To donate a gift, visit 
\ Wirral Christmas Din¬ 


ner's Facebook page to 
find an Amazon gift list 
which has lots of great 
ideas which are paired 
with the care leavers’ hob¬ 
bies or interests. 

Alternatively* email 
w ir rale hr i stmasd i n ner@ 
gmail.com for more informa¬ 
tion about how to drop off 
gifts. You can continue to 
donate up to December 23. 


r ^ 


donate 

TODAY! 




FREE CHILD¬ 
CARE WIN¬ 
DOW OPENS 

IF YOU are a parent of 
a child bom between 
1 September and 31 
December 2015 you will 
become eligible in Janu¬ 
ary for 15 hours childcare 
per week. 

You are entitled to 
claim the grant for 38 
weeks per year during 
term time. 

This must be spread 
over at least two days 
per week for a minimum 
of two and a half hours 
and a maximum of 10 
hours in one day. 

To find out more, visit 
the website: wirral.gov. 
u k/earty-yea rs-artd -child 
care 
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your council 


WallAiCy 


Mbnfrtcjn East 


Labour 


AH councillors have a role in 
reviewing and scrutinisingde 
eisions and decision-making 
within the authority. 

Community leadership 
and engagement is at the 
heart of each councillor's 
role, working in partnership 
with voluntary and commu¬ 
nity organisations to actively 
engage residents and those 
who use our services. 


W IRRAL COUNCIL is 

made up of 66 locally 
elected councillors represent¬ 
ing 22 local areas known as 
wards. Wirral Council is a 
Labour-led council with a 
cabinet made up of Labour 
councillors. 

Each member of the 
cabinet has a separate area of 
responsibility such as health, 
transport, environment. 
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OxUhh 
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£ Frdrikby 


Pre-rtLon 


Weil Kirby £ 
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fi-r-bir.u.Lon 


Peniby £■ 
Thinijwdlt 


Brem-bereugh 


Bebington 


Bidston & St James 


illjire'b'i'ifjje 


Eaicham 


Julie McManus 
0151 677 3660 
jufiEmcmanus 
gwirrrf.gDv.uk 


Christina Mu>pratt Jerry Williams 

0151 645 3864 01 SI 60S 3765 

chrstinamuspratt jerrywiHiams 
1 gwirraLj 50 v.uk gwirral.gov.uk 


Liz Grey 

elizabethgney 

gVarral.gDV.uk 


Brian Kenny 

0151 638 5488 

briankenny 

gwirral.gDV.uk 



Birkenhead & Tran mere 



Brom boro ugh 


Clatterbridge 



Claughton 



Pat Cleary 

07352 B42 559 
patricfcncleary 
gWrirrai.gcw.uk 


Phrl Davies 

CM 51 691 8S40 

phildavies 

gwirraLgov.uk 


jean Sta piston 

07929 7S0 326 

jeanstapleton 

gwirral.gov.uk 


Jo Bird 

jobird 

(Hwirrrf.gciv.uk 


Joe Walsh 

jDewalsh 

giwirraf.gtiv.uk 


Irene Williams 

0151 603 7306 

irenewiliiams 

(gwirralj 50 v.uk 


Mary Jordan 

0779S7GS397 

maryjordan 

gWirratgov.uk 


Cherry Povalij P 

07314 913 975 
cherry po'.all 
gw irral.gov.uk 


Adam: Sykes. 

Cl7835 379 397 
ariamsykes 
gwi rral.gav.uk 


George Davi cs 

07713 644 330 

georgedavies 

gwfrral.gov.uk 


Steve Fou Ikes 

07712133 696 
stevel oulkes 
gkwrralgov.uk 


Gillian Wood 

07493 142 672 

gillianwdod 

gwirral.g 0 v.uk 


Eastham 



Greasby, Frankby & Irby 



Heswail 



Hoy lake & Meols 



Chris Carubca 

07720347265 

chriscarubia 

gwirraLgov.uk 


Phil Gilchrist 

0151 3341923 

philgilchrst 

Hwirraf.gav.uk 


Dave Mitchell 

01 SI 327 2095 

davemitchEU 

gvjirral.gorv.uk 


Tom Anderson David Bunjessjoyre Wendy Clements 

07917 807 776 07769 326 170 07370 977 335 


lomaricersan davidburgessjoyce wendydements 

■gwfrral.gov.uk gwirral.gDV.uk givirrrf.gDv.uk 


Andrew Hodson 

0151 3426253 

aribrewhadscn 

gWirrrf.gDV.uk 


Kathy Hodson 

07747 603 405 

kathyhodson 

gwirrai.gov.uk 


Lee Rowlands 

01 SI 342 2454 

lesrDwIards 

gwirral.gov.uk 


Tony Cox 

07803 066 599 

tonycox 

gvwrral.gov.uk 


Gerry Ellis 

01 SI 6321976 

gerryelliE 

gkrjirral.gov.uk 


Andrew Gardner 

0151 632 0533 
anrirewgardner 
gwi rraigov.uk 



Lea so we & Moreton East 


Ron Abbey 

ronabbey 

gWirral.gov.uk 


Sharon J ones 

sharanjonesf 

gwirral.gav.uk 


Anita Leech 

01 SI 691 0540 

anilaleech 

gwinal.gCrv.uk 



Moreton West & Saughall Massie 



New Brighton 



Bernie M ocney 

07311 060 891 
bemiemDaney 
gwfrral.gov.uk 


Thomas Usher 

07407 702132 
thomas usher 
ghwrrrfg.nv.uk 


Janette Williamson 

07371 075 132 
ja nwi lliamrson 
gwirrrfgDV.uk 


Bruce Berry 

07733012414 

bruceberry 

gWirrrf.gov.uk 


Chris Blakeley 

97303 614413 

chrisblakeley 

gwirFal.gav.uk 


Steve Williams 

07974 717 666 

stephenwilliams 

gfwirral.gov.uk 


Pat Hackett 

07771 972 302 

palhackett 

gvwrral.gov.uk 


TonyJones 

07516 731 717 

tonyjtjnes 

•gwirralgDV.uk 


Chris Spriggs 

0735S315 033 
Christinespriggs 
gWirraLg dv.uk 




Pe n sby & Th ingwal I 


Prenton 




Allan Bra me 

0790S4S7797 

allanbrame 

gwirratgDV.uk 


Paul Doughty 

0151 S41 4990 

pauldoughty 

gwirrafgov.uk 


Stuart Kelly 

07940 S45 003 

stuartkelty 

•gvjirral.gov.uk 


Phillip flrightmore Kate Cannon 

07794 423 126 katecannon 
phillipbrigh:more gvjirralgDV.uk 
gwirral.gov.uk 


Michael Sullivan 

07534 207 739 

mikesullivan 

gWirratgDV.uk 


Angela- D civics 

07747 73S 133 

angeladavies 

givirralgDV.uk 


Samantha Frost Tony Morbu ry 

samanthafrast Q79S2 297 652 
gwirral.gav.uk tonynarbury 
■gwinral.gav.uk 


Bill Davies 

07867 772 437 
bi lldavies 
gwirral.gov.uk 


Moira McLaughlin Chris Meadcn 

07380 343 024 07738 324 130 

moiramclaLghliri chrismeaden 
■gvarralgDV.uk gWirrrfgov.uk 


Sea co mho 



Upton 



Wallasey 

West Kirby & Thurstaston 
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£ 
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Adrian Jones 

0151 633 9050 

adrianjoFies 

gWirralgDV.uk 


Chris Jones 

07353 042 243 
Christinejones 
givirral.gov.uk 


Paul Stuart 

01 SI 638 3067 

paulstuart 

gwtrral.gov.uk 


Tony Smith 

01S1 677 1334 

tDfiysmith 

gvwrral.gov.uk 


Jean Robinson 

07762 641 297 

jsanrobinson 

gwirra1gDV.uk 


Stuart Whittineham 
sluartwhittingfiam 
gWirratgDV.uk 


Paul Hayes 

07337 20S 171 

paulhayez 

gwirrrfgov.uk 


Ian Lewis 

07336 133 S71 

ianlewts 

gwirraLgov.uk 


Lesley Rennie 

07795 4S0 497 

Jesleyrennie 

gwinral.gov.uk 


David M Elderton J eff Green 

07973 662 395 07766 72S 125 

davidelcerton jeffgreen 

gwirral.gov.uk gwi rrrfgtjv.uk 


Geoffrey Watt 

01 51 625 3941 
geo Hr eywatt 
gwirratgDv.uk 


To check which councillor covers your area visit wirral.gov.uk/conncillors 
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comnuiitity 


leader’s column 



Councillor Phil Davies 

Leader of Wirrai Council 


O N BEHALF OF Wirrai 
Council, let me wish 
everyone a happy, safe and 
relaxing Christmas and 
New Year 

It is also important to 
thank those who will be 
working to support and 
protect us over the holidays; 
doctors and nurses, firefight¬ 
ers and police officers and 
the many Wirrai residents 
serving in our armed forces 
overseas. We are also grate¬ 
ful to the members of the 
Wirrai public who over the 
holidays volunteer to help 
those less fortunate - work¬ 
ing in foodbanks, driving 
elderly neighbours or doing 
a bit of shopping for some¬ 
one who needs a little help 
■ and the numerous commu¬ 
nity and voluntary organisa¬ 
tions who hold carol con¬ 
certs, arrange the Christmas 
lights or hold charity events 
which all add to the wonder¬ 
ful character of Wirrai. 

This is also a time to look 
forward to a new year and 
new opportunities. Per¬ 
sonally, after 2S years as a 
councillor, I will be step¬ 
ping down from politics in 
May 2019 so 1 am excited 
to start planning to spend 
more time with my family. 

On a national level, we 
will have more clarity over 
what our Brexit deal looks 
like, and what changes to 
how we work,, travel and 
do business we will have 
to plan for. At a local level 
there are a number of excit¬ 
ing new ventures we are 
looking forward to in 2019 
which will enhance the 


borough's future. 

Early in the New Year, 
Wirrai Growth Company 
will start consultation w ith 
residents and businesses 
to help shape plans for 
the future of Birkenhead 
town centre. A new market, 
improved leisure and en¬ 
tertainment amenities and 
new commercial offices to 
attract jobs and investment 
are all proposed. Wirrai 
is Liverpool City Region's 
2019 Borough of Culture 
with a packed programme 
of events and activities 
around our themes of dis¬ 
covery, exploration and the 
great outdoors. 



I li t are grateful 
to the Wirrai 
| public who 
volunteer over 

$ 

| the holidays to 
| help those less 
P fortunate 

2019 will see The Walker 
Cup return to the peninsula 
and we expect the team at 
Celtic Manor to share their 
plans for their leisure resort 
in Hoy lake. Later in the 
year the Local Plan w ill be 
published which identifies 
the supply of land to meet 
future housing and employ¬ 
ment needs. 

These are all big 
events, ones which can 
have a lasting and positive 
effect on the borough and 
improve the life chances 
for residents. They are 
not without controversy; 
there are numerous points 
of view to be shared and 
decisions to be made. But 
I am confident councillors, 
local residents, businesses 
and stakeholders will come 
together to make 2019 an 
exciting and prosperous 
year for Wirrai. 


Wirrai Together 
set to fund 
local priorities 


W I REAL'S 66 councillors 
are to be handed the 
power to fund key projects in 
their areas to support the local 
communities they represent. 

The changes are aimed 
bringing decision-making 
closer to the individual com¬ 
munities across the borough. 
Wirrai Council’s cabinet ap¬ 
proved plans for the current 
constituency budgets to now 
be designated the Wirrai 
Together Fund with a total an¬ 
nual budget of £250,000 - an 
increase of £50,000. This will 
be distributed through coun¬ 
cillors in each ward across the 
borough, focusing on those 
issues which matter most to 
their constituents. 

Councillors will be able to 
choose wfiether to combine 
the funding within or across 
wards and within or across 
constituency boundaries. 

The move follows a review 
into community engagement 
in which 'the effectiveness of 
existing Constituency Commit¬ 
tees was raised as an issue'. 

This new approach to work¬ 
ing with citizens is intended 
to strengthen the relationship 
between public services and 



citizens, enabling our commu¬ 
nities to deliver their part and 
support each other. 

It will act as a catalyst to 
equip councillors to encour¬ 
age resident-led activities and 
support the Council in getting 
the basics right as promised in 
the Council Plan for 2018/19. 
The money will be allocated 
to each council ward based on 
population, level of depriva¬ 
tion and those communities 
with the highest number of 
elderly or very young mem¬ 
bers of the community. 

Ward member budgets com¬ 
prise Council funds and must 


be spent in accordance with the 
relevant constitutional, financial 
and procurement rules. 

Safeguards against inap¬ 
propriate expenditure will be 
put in place, with officers au¬ 
thorising expenditure against 
guidance, including ensuring 
the funding would not have a 
negative impact on the local 
community or environment 
and would not be unlawful for 
the Council to support. 

Alongside this, greater 
focus is placed on councillor 
support to aid councillors di¬ 
rectly with casework and local 
projects. 


WIRRAL PROJECT IS THE ONE TO WATCH' 


A WIRRAL Council programme 
designed to help young people 
leaving care secure apprentice 
positions has been 'highly com¬ 
mended 1 at national awards. 

The Care Leavers’ Ap¬ 
prenticeship scheme, which 
has also been shortlisted for a 
prestigious Local Government 
Chronicle Award, is helping 
young people leaving care 
build confidence, aspirations 


and better career prospects. 
The National Social Value 
Awards judges honoured Wir¬ 
rai with a 'highly commended' 
award. 

They said: 'This is a really 
important initiative address¬ 
ing a group of young people 
who deserve special sup¬ 
port. Despite the fact that the 
programme is just starting, it 
is already delivering tangible 



results and looks like it will 
provide a blueprint for many 
other councils. One to watch!’ 
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Ask I Is Wirral 

Save Energy Pay Less 



your 

regular 

advice 

column 

Ask Us Wirral is a regular 
page of advice and information 
supplied by the 'Ask Us Wirral' 
service - askuswirral.org.uk. 


The service provides free, 
impartial and confidential 
advice and information to 
local residents. 


V Funded by the council and 
Wirral CCG, it's delivered by 
Citizens Advice Wirral, Age 
UK Wirral, Wirral Change and 
Wirral Me neap. 


KNOW WHEN 
YOU NEED TO 
PAY YOUR 
INCOME TAX 

AT THE ASK US Wirral 
service we see people who 
have come to us for food- 
bank vouchers because 
they have struggled to ap¬ 
ply for Universal Credit. 

DON'TSTRUGGLE-HELP 
IS OUT THERE! 

You can go to any Jobcen¬ 
tre or One Stop Shop and 
they will help you with the 
application process - lei 
one of the workers at the 
Jobcentre or One Stop Shop 
know if you are struggling. 

Before you start your 
application check you have 
everything you need to 
apply, as this will speed up 
the application process. 

We have a helpful checklist 
at dtizensadvice.org.uk/ben 
eftts/universal-credit/apply/ 
apply-for-universal-credit/ 
#h-check-you-have-every 
thing-you-need-to-apply 


I N THE WINTER months it’s 
a good time to think about 
saving energy and paying 
less. None of us want to pay 
more for our energy than we 
have to and saving money 
doesn't mean we should use 
less energy than we need. It’s 
important to have enough light 
and warmth to stay safe and 
comfortable in our homes. 

There are plenty of things 
you can do to save energy and 
money. 

To keep your home warm 
draw your curtains of an 
evening to minimise heat loss 
Keep radiators and heaters 
dear so heat can circulate, 
don't put furniture in front of 
them or dry clothing on them. 
If there are rooms you don’t 
use turn the setting down and 
keep the door dosed. When 
you are at home make sure 
you keep the room warm at 
2rC/70T and heat your bed¬ 
room to 1B*C/64°F before you 
got to bed. Use your heating 
controls to heat your home 
without wasting energy. 

Keep draughts out by fit¬ 
ting draught proofing strips 
and draught excluders around 
the doors, seal gaps around 


the windows and fit a cover to 
your letterbox. 

When draught proofing it's 
important to leave some venti¬ 
lation to reduce condensation 
and prevent the build-up of 
waste gases from fuel burning 
appliances. Get your heating 


system serviced once a year 
by a qualified Gas Safe regis¬ 
tered engineer. 

■ SAVE ENERGY 

Switch appliances off when 
they are not in use and check 
the energy efficiency rating 


when buying new’ appliances. 
Save energy in your kitchen 
and think about what lights 
in your home need to be on. 
Consider how you use water 
in your home, mend the leaky 
tap, take a shower instead of 
a bath. 


ADVICE ON 
BORROWING 

THERE ARE LOTS of different 
ways to borrow money, but 
before you do it’s a good idea 
to find out about the different 
options available to you. 

This can include what 
interest you may get charged 
and overall how much you 
will need to pay back. 

For useful information go 
to bit.Iy/2PSQL3p 

Why not join a credit union 
- a great way to save money 
and access loans. If you are a 
member of a union they may 
have a credit union, if not in¬ 
formation about Wirral Credit 
Union can be found on their 
website w w w.wirrale u .org.uk 
or by calling 0151 638 4332. 



Renting - consider all the 
costs before you move in 


When you’ve found a prop¬ 
erty to rent, you’ll have to 
make some payments before 
you move in. 

You will usually have to 
pay your first month's rent 
in advance and a tenancy 
deposit, 

I low ever, if you rent from a 
letting agent they might ask 
you to also pay fees and usu¬ 
ally a holding deposit. 

You might be able to move 
In sooner if you're ready to 
pay upfront costs. 

It's worth asking about all 
payments before taking a 
property so you don’t have 



to deal w ith any unexpected 
costs. Get a receipt from 
your landlord or letting agent 
when you pay any money - 


you’ll need this in case there 
are any problems. 

For more advice go to bit. 
Iy/20PjnxS 


follow us oo /wirralcouncil 
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recruitment & public notices 


s 


Ydli can view all! jab vacancies and apply 
a n line at: wirral-gov. u k/jobs 


COMMUNICATIONS OFFICER 

Band r (£ 21,074 - £ 22,11 JJ * Permanent ■ 2 Shrs pw 
Casing Dale: 14 / 12/13 ■ Quote: 0000024355 

We are seeking an experienced and 
enthusiastic Comma nictations Officer 
to work as part of the Communications 
and Marketing team to play a key role 
in developing high Duality and engaging 
comma mtations. 

You wil be an excellent communicator with 
experience in creating engaging and high 
quality content, For both external and internal 
stakeholders across a variety ol platforms 
inducing; social mecia,. video and print. 

You will be able to cevelop and deliver 
successful com man ication scam paigns by 
working with colleagaes and stakeholoers 
at all levels of and organisation to develop, 
produce and publish content and monitor 
and eval uate outcomes. 

Above all you wil have real enthusiasm for 
communicating what a Fantastic place Wirral 
is to live and work. 


PLANNING 


DEICE IS HERE E. 01 YEN that te IcikrAirg apobtalknis ha-re 
been rptmetfc- 


TOWN AND COUNTRY WANNING ACT T59LF 
TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS 
AND CONSERVATION AREAS!) ACT \m 


MRJ BRIERLEY. JB STANIEY ROAD. HOYLAKE, CH471 HP. 
Erection d ddirnet burgJdw.. AFF/1S/0129 i. Full PLn.-ing 
PermisskYn. king* Gap Conservation Area. 

MR MICHAEL ST MARYS CHURCH OF ENGLAND, 

EAST HAM VILLAGE ROAD. EASTHAM. Variation ol 
Gndilinu 6 to vary the apcrtwed' frampgi relaletf Ic Ihe 
proposed new dAelic# in in? siteif on I he let mei pfay^ftu rei 


te vaiied. APP/f 3/013-MI. lull Planning Pertnibbiau. EaSthar 
Cmserration Ate* Grade I Hsled building. 

MR PHILIP HALL DAY. UNfT HZ. P RENTON WAY. 
PRENTON. CM43 3DU. LhJShi alar exlercicr lure sOulh 
and iSb'c sides d Ihe e< sling lacborf premises.AP/ IMI394. 
Fdl ftjimir^PrmisSnSn. 

.An i mp:cis.nail 4/!5 t^adrngi/ie do* af^SuHimii rtua df 
rr l tiicu ja Midi* ty iCSfleiffitier 2B}SaHtK cdAeis. beta*. 
tit&? a (k&(i2SNaw>trf3M8, 


MR WINDSOR. INGLEWOOD. 114 CALDY ROAD. 

CALDY. CH-13 UW. Ereclkm a! Inte.AFF/IEAICG1 3. 

Ful Flaniiiqg FeiniiSSicn. Cakk Cbnsensfion Atm. 

MR CRAGG5. MEDISPACI UK LIMITED. 1CR0S5 STREET. 
BIRKENHEAD. CM41 SEP. Chdii^ d u;-e fcnm .41 ShaptoDI 
Net Rfikenlid Inflfelim -Cfri. Heat ftfflrei KF/IS/CI lift 
Pil Hanning PfrmiffikHi. Giadellhsec buifcfr^ Haminn 
Bquaie CCnSfffltkm kei 

MR £ MRS FINLAY. SITE Dl 73. 7BA AND 32 
3S3ING70N ROAD. NEW FERRY. CHhZ SAE. Hew 

site ResicerlidlDeuelcomeiil In provide 11 e^rLrrenll 
AFF/lE/011 ID. full Burning ?ermrbiffln. 

MRS P FAWKE. 71 BEBINGTQN ROAD. NEW FERRY. 
CH62 5BG. Aqulkdlicc let Listed Building Cmsert ^ 

Ihe reoLecerreiil cJliist iSoor ainLcwb tn irort elmi cn. 
LM/FR/BI330. lifled Buildirtg Ccosenl. Grade B lisied building. 
Per I Suniglil CH-servatran Area. 

MR BALL. 11 ARNSiDE ROAD. ORTON. CK43 2JU. SiiiE.le 
slo-e f pick’d side elsvadtm dunlin lopcpceab pevicusy 
grantee under JHV 1B/D0046k APP/IR/DI 463. FjI Flanniiig 
FErmiSSPTLAJredssellmsolCttflmrati&n Area Ddci:. 

FENWAii INVESIMENT5 LTD. BROOKEI ELD NURSING 
HOME. GRANGE ROAD. WIST KIRBY, CH4B 4EQ. dernier 
ri atlr| mniig Hire mdfimamdin ol a new ptrpteehiB 44 
eihbdie SeCrocni reSbe ™y nurr^rd uae leme br If? dda^ 
■no denEifE lidtientLAFP/lS/flli/J. FuRHauirg Fertmuri 

MR £ MRS WOOD, 64 STAN LEY ROAD, HOYLAKE. 0447 

1 HZ. "he pibChhi d a pitched rorf bekveen Tail houee ant 
etidingaicEoe, the mrtlrjrtkF d ZNisdornier wncnrcto licnl 


iod dqje cl esiiirg riTese / jpidg-. lire rnnsTnaai d ZVa 
new i.il;/ sc Utah, above be siibihg iL rod ^a"ArxJowSir Ihe 
man -ot.se end tfe sietlior t a Laker, to Ihe rear cribs exfc-Li-ig. 
i-i-TeieWxrEi xindew. fP9/13ZD14i. Fut KiT--.ps i P;Trnt±rL 
Meak Drw Cois^diaii Aiea. 

PEEL LAND & PROPERTY LTD. LAND ADJACENT TO 
NORTH BANK EAST. DOCK ROAD. ElerehipniHiLif new 
ardexlmdsd loolwayand and assudaed S^l 
lath/qjr^.. APP/ ; 3/E: 4B7. Full Fleming Femkikn. 

Aq'.TuVeSfb'im.'JorE rejfurdrg the iLctf pguteciura TuV he 
retfiVerf m mii/v ty27Decexbe. r 2Q!2 ah'ile uste iHim-. 
■V.Ti'fDF.rf dEtfifS Oettmte 2GIB. 


MR AHMED. Z53 GRANGE ROAD. BIRKENHEAD. CH41 
2PH. Cliaiige d use Im ao.' d ILoai ham.41 (Shepl lc.4S(hd 
Iddc lakeawaji) anc tuneeiskm od frsl and SeCind llaai :no 
levci sell taniahsd dpi Irnenll APF'/15,TB37“ FJ Flduuiig 
Peirrrsskai. Metis, selling d Grade K libled building. 

FROST. PANORAMIC 34 HOLDINGS LTD. 17 ROSE 
MOUNT. GKTON, CH43 SSG. Meraiitmil&ihip him and 
E. curL liner laalprin!. I SZMilE.. FJf Plannrg PeineSiKi. 
[Ulcr Ccrvsr. =:io*i Area. 

MR KEVIN BftANDRETH, 3 CURZON ROAD. HOYLAKE. 
Wl RRAl. CH47 1H B. Ereclkin al a single Her vj ebe^ior. 
a: the rear if li e pretifal, rmtrvei cl thimneystatkiand 
Icrma.ion d Ofi-ftrFtt paling area. nFF713AIil]32. full 
Flaring PerrfeSiDP. Uiiev Gap QmseriafiOn k er. 

MR BELL OLMB LTD. EATON COURT RESIDENTIAL HOME, 
1ZB-T30 GROVE ROAD, WALLASEY YJLLAGE.CH45 OjF. 
Caiueisibnanc extension if erstirg txJcing irti 12 N*. 
seh-rSilained ResidmrBlApaitrnerB.Ee^ubmiSiid(i !cfi™ing 
APP/f7/H F Wi approval - ncljdhg amended design and 
further Peyib.Af?/IS/L)ljg3. FJ PLarrg PamiSiiiKL 

MR PLANT. RHINO HOMES LTD. THE SLOPES. LG 
ST GEORGES MOUNT. NEW BRIGHTON. CH45 9LQ. 
Can^eiyon d bjidrg ho - . 3 lo 5 beH-Lcrldined ualrrerls, 
intluding rdiHbkrimenl er>d dlleidlionL MF/13/D! 4M. Full 
Pla-ft^PFrriiiiDr. Grade II libled buildr g. 

MR COLE. THE OLD MILL MILL ROAD. THINGWALL 
CH61 TUG. ErRiion al adebchec hrastDfFf dwellhg nr 


!dru Lo souffi o! ensltRu dueling 1 S/D 1432. Ful Pla-<nk\g 
Pe-rribsian. tefinbise Inulpdlh (public lig d a! wav 1 ). 

ISe .ttYpH-iTe: r-.'-aKTi ci idws natxiwd Mil ine^rurriuis a? .'he 
dJfew*ymrtf^ L STURGEON, 6 MEADWAY, HESWALL, 
CH6C' BPH. Liftrxrwnkm, roddlleidhrms and Irani puibi 
s'-idratre. f£?f I EL'Q I FJf Ffnnrig FeinKsicr. Deaa-I se 
IrCrnU.D.P. 

MR BARNES. 15 WATER STREET. PORT SUNLI GDI. 

CH62 SUB. InsJalLdbori d* a Consewation Fed 'Nr diw. 
tBC/lS/OliTa. Lisiec Balding CoibErt.Giace II fcffid bjtaing. 
5trl SunlightCcreerbdlian.tea. 

MR MOFFATT. PORT SUNLIGHT VILLAGE TRUST. 64 
BOLTON ROAD. PORT SUNLIGHT. CHG2 SDW. Irleiral 
dlleralki^ al grord and h st Iku kk iinbdrgnew tailnoar 
anc rdotatkin el doon. iBC/i MI I4S7. .kteu BuildhgCcrkenL 
Grad? II hied buying. FuitSunijIilOmer.-dlkni Area. 

MR REYNOLDS. ROBINSWOOD, 57 CROFT DRIVE EAST. 

CALDY. CH4S 2JR. Replace Sal ltd with pilrtied rod. New 
fiort tnundaiy'aailb a d lente-AFF/lErniiiSC!. Full Banning 
Perrrksinn. Canseivalior /uca. 

fte ,ttMHitgp, r Pfakn'rtH rc/mordud; 'Jvpnhimii of tie 
dgttdapme.'itp'ir. MR WILLIAMS-LLOYD. CLAUGHTON 
CHAMBERS. 36 UPTON ROAD. CLAUGHTDN. WfRRAL 

CH41 D DF. Cinrarim d eaislirg dike SiJes. inlcgpi 
ard ftiessiStudio wkh aSSotuled allire and --eelh g reerr. 
WP/lS/fllEfST. FiJ Plrrr?. PermtSiSn. Deqa lu--efirm'J.D.P. 

POWER, 51BEBINGTON ROAD.. NEW FERRY, CHEZSBGl 

iretlion d a bir^Je-stfli^ i eai edeiciofi fccripg JCCHtnaccy 
“idlowiig demultiDr alakdngtonie vetDiy. LBC/ie/THSlfc. 

Listed EM;:n,| DocwC G:as I hlec tuiLdng. Prut Sunighl 
Consefvdkr.Via. 

MR O'NEILL. MAGENTA LIVING. LAND AT CORNER 
OF NEW HEY ROAD AND FERNY BROW ROAD. 
WOODCHURCH. WIRRAL CH49 BJN. foStiudkcvcf 
17 three-teCraam nuuufi ard 1 twd-beCcDim tcu-gikxw. 
Aff/lSNl 150HL Fiji Plamrs Prrrrilkm. 

Aq-ffpreie nWmra :eg.':<setg Ae ainb^tfitrneMS .n^' if 
/e-v. in H-rrBnJ i>- iW S at Hie ahtfmL wtw. 

f/flte a .Xte-1 \2BaeiTifc; Z8ML 


VtJLCir see letdkdiidpbrLol Te-apcKilbn an cnr web jti-J 'tLwV 
pLr n t; j ..'it ! aL . j'.L 1 1 ineeniikad c ti aid ysu tan >wbnit Cnrr irt 
(K#iea (xE- _ dlT ckiviitiiiidiL :: u-j^ia.;: . ii*.Aai> □ he 
aid jrioF, of-s txiunpibate e.-aialiem iir^edcn A Hie 

cllkes (t E^erySart^. VValdaryTcMTi l-JL Snch Arnp-e, Eiiricr 
STeeLWdaey.a-Z7 r aFD3etaKMiGai- 1 !n lUSym Tired* arc 
fhuvULyapitoiT-ff-iu'4 ( .Fk**- :arjn‘. Q15I SI3451. 

H Lhe ap-plMSu ka huuseliddei appf^ker>.in Its svenl ol r appeal 
>£3rkJ a teltM of Jamil g jeirtib't km sr cedi with a-- he 

L.fja th i^resenlatiom r.vwrirpj. a- r rapiesiriaiTS ma* j-.oj! l'ie 
houS^fllrti apidkaaer. ad m iri s-die-Seueloty j Date, and I here 
(Ail Le na Lf-ff oppikisfa tc cnCmEital apoeal sLree. 

Pfefie he eddal HmerCretaedril ber-,** aakUebr 
.F. , .. , :;a !-■? lib ad pr lame tC a±:ea wl be piibhed crl'i-. 
'.\V .dbe dsakaci tf jar iaa vrd esa^iSF'icxi lores or Pkac-Y 
hmee aitie kr lilifi HtrnfitiBc !tt^i!ftiYiVtil4ai'^/iia][iriir 
a-<l-h.i: ; r r gi'J e.> k:r I- 1-irVaLY-i a t e . 


HIGHWAYS 


HIGHWAYS JUT19BD-SECTION 11G - NOTICE OF PROPOSAL 
TQ APRY Fdfi AN ORDER - AUTHORISING THE STOPPING UP 
Of ADOPTED FOOTWAY AT TIE JUNCTION OF BANKS I10ALW 
CHURCH ROAD. WEST KlIfflY, WIRRAL 

N03CE IS HERE?- GfiiFv,hat the'WridftJCi^i Cmrclai the 
Hg-Vi^AJ'iTlj-fci he li^iwjf ueeiiibec in ll>e Sthecufe 
hff eundei L-indS-toapuk-tn-the 'A4ii.il Bua^ri 'Za'^itarV Caul 
silr^ £ Oipffli Sheet. Ei kerJ : edd,'Alirjlon 6 FpTjryZDTS at 
125 pm !□ an Offler unxr Set Ini 116 d'ttre HgfrxahiM 13ft. 
ajfiHkirra Ihe li^iway d»uted ir N St-^diie herela art bifjdku 
IcIiH-VCe J.trnre'i fe-jjant r he caner of Ed"h '*ad and 
ChiiLi fi&ri. West 'jb|-. iVnd. Ic Le iiaoppa uu un Ihe^cmti 
Ihd tie :Jd hg' Wflf k u-rxessirf. His r^hwaytn-ix sbDDed ups 
shtwi lathed ebLi hi cLiie J-rpraleL al Ihe-Dhe Sbf Dmp iCrvr-. 
HafL EkLln Slew, Yf£^ait ■’Hr he hipetled fee cf rliat^- 
umii^narr-di cfliCE rwri. 

Mf persoti rthbwadd »agiised Lyte nLalingd Hk Dnier tn 
Le appfed Im m^' aitrid L^gf? Hi?C ftil cur™ Hie heaiipgd Ihe 
aupkakr- art blull b*v Ihe ngrt La Le rea i 
SCHEPJLt 

4 FnmftirfAl&ForJ BH a scufwrkf ieclbn krduroaraieV55n 
* FnnPlint B toi^n! C ki iheaGterty-irertai ‘a ^pcanulek-a.l Dkr 
- Fiin^lmtCtiFkMEDriarOTri^iieflioiib apurmiirfi^53ni 
1 FinPdrt: D»Poi"i E ki dweUaitfdetla! npicanidlek 3SCtm 
1 ha-iTbin E b Fort 4 r j iwdei^diHto-.Sji doo™m*trS4m 
AtaSrii *iPb fZtaCTterJpfS 


Unless oth erwiie stated, all Metropolitan Borough of Wirral Public Notices are pub Itshe-d by Philip Me Count, Director of Governance and Assurance. Town Nall. Brighton Street. Wallasey. Merseyside, CH44 BED. 


Domiciliary Care Worker 


Are you caring, compassionate and want to make a difference? 

Are you looking for rewarding, flexible work that fits in with your lifestyle? 


Then why not become a carer to support clients 
in their own homes? 

Within the ro!e f you'll provide the best possible care and support 
to people in their own homeSj carrying out a variety of needs from 
social colls to personal care. This wil! include providing support 
with dressing, cooking, cleoning, shopping, social activities and 
much more. 

This is an extremely rewarding role where you will be 
proud of the difference you moke! 

We hove positions available across Wirral. 

www. w i r ra Lgov. u k/ job s 


Wallasey (CH44/45/46) 

Premier Care: dmaguire@prem-care.co.uk 
Professional Carers: info@professionai-carers.ca.uk 
Community Caring: 0151 515 2290 

Birkenhead (CH4l/42/43| 

Premier Care: dmaguire@prem-care.co.uk 
Community Caring: 0151 515 2290 
Professional Carers: info@professianal-carers.co.uk 

South Wirral (CH6G/61 /62/63/64&65) 

Haven Care: Lnfo@professional-carers.ca.uk 

Care Watch: recruitment.bromborough@carewatch.co.uk 

West Wirral (CH47/48/49/61) 

Community Caring: 0151 515 2290 
Professional Carers: info@professianal-carers.ca.uk 
Haven Care: info@professional-carers.ca.uk 



Wirral Health £< Care 
Commissioning 


0 WIRRAL 
































W?RRAL 

2 MONTHS 


*ON ANNUAL PAID 
UPFRONT MEMBERSHIPS 




Membership Benefits Include 
0 7 Gyms O Golf 

O TO Swimming Pools O Advanced 


Call or visit today 


® 350 Exercise Classes 


& Easy Booking Access Via Our App 


Terms and condition:-, apply 


In vigor 


DOWNLOAD » 


OURAPP 


0151 606 2010 



























